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Newsletter of the Barrie Canoe Club 
December 2004 / January 2005 

�
WILD WOMEN TRIP TO TEMAGAMI 

 
  What can I say about 9 dedicated, strong, phenomenal, 
outdoors women, all with their own separate identities and their 
own reason for taking this trip? 
WE ROCKED!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
  Eight-two kilometers paddled, and 8 grueling portages in 4 
days was an accomplishment only we can fully understand and 
would barely be able to relate to the uninitiated. 
  We departed the SSCC at 6:15 a.m. on Friday July 16th, most 
of us having only met briefly, but the connection was obviously 
there. 
  Going west on Red Squirrel road just past Temagami recent 
rains had produced a large “shoot”  of water running down the 
side of the road, just waiting to be challenged, but unfortunately 
not on our trip agenda.  
  No one could guess the condition of Red Squirrel road and our 
misgivings were realized when we found the last few meters of 
it into the parking area and the first portage was filled with large 
holes saturated by heavy rains in recent days. 
  Our trip leader Hanna and I went to scout out the situation, and 
it was confirmed that our cars would not traverse the clay and 
mud holes ahead of us. Add another portage to the original 8. 
  We all took this in stride unloading the canoes and packs and 
off we went. The adventure had now begun. 
  Armed with Deep Woods Off and determination we portaged 
all the canoes and gear to the put in at Ferguson Bay. It was later 
than we would have liked but we were on our way finally. 
  We paddled a short distance of 5 km to the next portage of 
825m up Napoleon Mountain. 
  Straight up the steep side full of loose rocks and squishy mud 
we reached roughly the top, and discovered a large water filled 
pond. We had no choice but to walk cross it, and it has hence 
inherited the name of the “Thigh High”  portage being that we 
walked though it up to our thighs in ice cold spring water. 
Refreshing! 
  We then traversed the steep descent carefully, and got to the 
end with no mishaps. 
  We put in and crossed the North Arm and Sharpe Rock Inlet 
for about 6.5 km, covered another difficult portage of 75meters 
this taking us into Diamond Lake and our first over night stay. 
  Upon reaching our campsite a swim was first on everyone’s 
mind to refresh and cool us off from the great work we had all 
accomplished today. We then had a nice meal and replenished 
our water bottles for Saturday. 
  Some activities on this trip are restricted and we can’ t go into 
details about our goings on, but we all enjoyed our stays at each 
campsite you can be sure of that. 

 
 

 
Bright and early on an overcast but warm Saturday July 17th, we 
headed out for a paddle of about 15km across Diamond Lake 
towards our next two portages of 430 and 435m respectively. By 
the time we reached these portages the sun was hot the 
temperatures rising.  
  The portages were just as grueling as the previous ones, with 
piles of rock and swampy areas loaded with mosquitos galore. 
Weeeee! More fun……..there were high fives all around and a 
nice rest stop for lunch at the other end. We met another group 
of young fellows with some young boys who were on a nineteen 
day canoe trip. Those kids were awesome in their efforts to 
portage all their gear under the most difficult conditions that we 
had seen so far. 
  Another two portages were now under our ever slimming belts, 
and our developing thighs and arms. 
  We put into Lake Wakimika and paddled about 15 km to then 
enter a meandering river that seemed to take us back in time to 
the Amazon. The sights had us all awestruck, and it was hard to 
concentrate on our task of maneuvering around dead logs, brush 
and strainers. The flora and fauna were exceptional, and even 
though it was slow going, we all thoroughly enjoyed this 
fascinating part of our trip.  Lake Obabika was where our 
second night’s campsite awaited us. It was late by the time we 
set up our tents and had a swim, and another delicious meal and 
dessert.  A beautiful warm night drifted us all to dreamland. 
  Because of the extra time it took us to portage so far, we all 
decided we would have to skip our excursion to Spirit Rock and 
The Old Growth Forest. 
  This was unfortunate, but necessary to reach our goal in the 
time frame allowed. 
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  We also decided to try and paddle and portage on Sunday right 
through to Devil’s Bay and the North Arm. This would mean 
paddling for about 25km including a big portage of 940m. 
  Sunday July 18th, we woke quite early to a heavy dew and fog 
on Lake Obabika. Another very warm and sunny day awaited 
us. 
  After a quick breakfast we loaded up the canoes and headed 
out for a 10km paddle to the   940m portage which, on the other 
side would take us into Obabika Inlet and a further paddle of 
7.5km. 
We hoped Devil’s Bay would not be the nightmare of winds and   
waves it was notorious for and we were all up for it and 
prepared in the true Wild Women style. 
  At the end of Obabika Inlet, we began yet another most 
challenging portage of 620m. 
  Crossing this we finally reached the put in on Devil’s Bay 
where the waters were calm and serene, a paddlers dream, and 
this brought a sigh of relief from Hanna. 
  Although the paddling was long and very warm, we made the 
most of it stopping for water breaks, treats of liquorice, 
homemade fruit roll ups, and gorp. Everyone’s spirits were high 
and I believe the camaraderie kept us in the “all for one and one 
for all”  mode. 
  This was our most challenging day paddling approximately 
25km, and when we unloaded our gear at our final campsite in 
Devil’s Bay we all had food and a cool swim on our minds 
again. 
  After dinner, we noticed the sunset was turning out to be 
unusually beautiful tonight so we all skipped off to the west side 
to take pictures and watch it fall behind the pines on the shore 
off in the distance. 
  As we sat there contemplating our last three days, and feeling 
pretty good about ourselves, we detected a large dark object 
swimming across the water towards the shore right where we 
were all sitting. What was it? A beaver? A muskrat? No, both 
were too small…….BEAR!!!!!!!!!!! 
  We all got up and ran as fast as our bruised and aching legs 
would carry us back to the campsite. We shouted and sang, and 
made as much noise as possible on the way back.  
  We also grabbed any potential firewood expecting to have to 
make a fire to keep the bear away. Hanna was first to the 

campsite, grabbing her bear spray and horn. We all filed in 
behind her, and as I was the last person in line who entered the 
camp, a hairy animal brushed the side of my leg making me 
jump. 
  Our bear turned out to be a rather large Husky dog looking for 
an easy meal. He totally ignored us as he sniffed out the 
potential for food, marked his territory, and as Hanna let off a 
short blast of her horn he took off out of sight. 
  We were all so glad that it was not a bear, and we sat up for 
some time telling stories of our personal experiences with 
animals in the wild. We needed to calm ourselves to get to sleep. 
  The Husky made several visits in and out of our campsite 
during the night and early morning, but didn’ t really bother 
anyone. (I know this because I didn’ t sleep all night). We 
decided to report the dog to the nearest authorities when we 
headed home on Monday. 
  Since we had gone the “extra mile”  on Sunday, today was a 
relatively easy paddle of about 9km to our take out and last 
portage on Ferguson Bay. One last swim and we had now gone 
full circle.  
  The water on the road to our cars had receded somewhat since 
Friday and we portaged through it all again, without incident. 
We were now all veterans of grueling portages, and the sight of 
the cars ahead made us all feel regenerated. I felt tears well up in 
my eyes because even thought this was a tough and rigorous 
adventure, I was somehow sorry it was all over. 
  We loaded up the cars, changed into our end of trip clothes, 
and decided to stop in Temagami to report the runaway Husky 
dog, take a rest stop and have lunch before the long drive home. 
  So many good things happened to my comrades and me on this 
trip, too many to mention here, but they will all know what I am 
talking about. 
  I shared a car with Hanna on the way home, and on the 
highway a van passed by us with the advertisement “Two Men 
With Big Hammers”  (a renovation company). 
  We both laughed as I said, “Who needs men with big 
hammers, we are Wild Women!”  
 
By Debbie Durkee

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
A Message from Club President Fred Schwarz 

On one club-trip this summer an unfortunate circumstance resulted in the separation of one participant from the rest of 
the group. The story had a happy ending however after arranging by cell phone to evacuate the missing person to safety by a 
motorboat due to wind and waves. The point I©m trying to make is this: the onus is on ALL participants to stay together as a 
group and keeping an eye on all persons. Paddling along with a buddy the missing person failed to notify the buddy when he 
separated from the group. Keeping tabs on everybody in a group is the most concerning aspect for us trip leaders. We expect 
you to do your part and stay with the trip-leader (not the trip-leader with you). After all an incident of a missing paddler can ruin 
the trip for everybody, especially for the trip-leader plus there may have been dire consequences for the lone paddler. 

The Barrie Canoe Club exists as a result of the efforts of it members and volunteers. No event or activity can take place 
without maximum participation from our membership. Therefore, it was disappointing to see such a poor turnout for the last two 
club events: 5 for the dock pullout and 30 for the AGM. We have a dedicated group of volunteers, but they cannot be excepted 
to do it all. We would like to encourage all club members to set some time aside to help with the club. Be it helping with the 
Paddle Nights, helping to set up for meetings or parties or just attending meetings to have your voice heard, your participation 
makes this club possible. Without you, there is no Barrie Canoe Club. Thank-you.  

Fred S. 



3 

BARRIE CANOE CLUB 2004/5 WINTER ACTIVITY SCHEDULE (Nov  2004) 
You must be a current member of the Barrie Canoe Club to participate in club activities. You are responsible for contacting 
the trip leader well in advance of the activity date to express your interest in participating. Participants must assume all risks 
associated with the activity and must provide the trip leader with a signed medical/emergency information form prior to the 
outing. Non-members are entitled to participate as a guest of a member on one day-trip per year and must sign a Waiver of 
General Liability and provide a Medical/Emergency Information Form to the trip leader prior to the trip beginning. 
Our BCC trip leaders go to a lot of trouble to plan a wide variety of wonderful trips for us. It is each participant's 
responsibility to get in touch with the leader before a trip, and if you are forced to cancel, please have the courtesy to let 
the leader know!     Ann Berman - Tr ipping Director   

 

DATES DESTINATION ACTIVITY REQUIRED 
SKILLS 

LEADER EXTRA DETAILS 

Saturdays 
Dec. - Mar  

7 Parks Tour! 
 
 

Cross country 
skiing or 
hiking  

All ages,  
all levels 

Céline Audette 
705 726 9450 
celine_paddler@rogers.com 

See Accompanying Article 
for details  

Sun.Jan.2 Georgian Bay Sea kayaking! Craziness Drew Millar 
705 715 1324 

Dry suit will be needed! 

Tuesday 
evenings 

Various hilly 
locations 

Snowshoeing All 
welcome 

Hanne Nielsen 
705 721 9819 
hanne.nielsen@sympatico.ca 

1.5-2 hours; use headlamp 
or flashlight; call more 
details 

Winter 
weekends 

Blueberry Hills, 
Collingwood 

X country ski All 
welcome 

Hope Herbst 
705 726 6645 

Saturday or Sunday. Call if 
interested.  
Also loppet in February. 

First 
weekend in 
Jan? 

Arrowhead Prov. 
Park 

X country ski All 
welcome 

Hope Herbst 
705 726 6645 

loppet 

Sun.Jan. 9 Tiffin 
Conservation 
Area 

X country ski Should 
know the 
basics 

Fred Schwarz 
705 728 3540 
 

15 km 
freddiecanoe@sympatico.ca 

Sat Jan 15 Scenic caves X country ski Beginner to 
advanced 

Ross Rutley 
905 729 3664 
rrutley@csolve.net 

2 to 15 km 

Sat.Jan 15 Gull River, 
Minden 

WW kayak MWK2 
Crazy! 

Duane Craig 
705 794 1900 

6 hours  

Sun.Jan 16 Bracebridge 
Conservation 
Area 

X country ski novice Drew Millar 
705 715 1324 

 

Wednesday 
Jan. 19 & 
Feb. 16 

To be 
determined 

X country ski none Mary Cavanagh 
705 725 6252 
mary.cavanagh 
@sympatico.ca 

Please call the night before 
to confirm participation 

Jan. 29 
 
 

“out back”  of 
Fred’s place 

Snowshoe/hike  All 
welcome  

Fred Schwarz 
705 728 3540 

10 km  Evening hike under 
the full moon 
freddiecanoe@sympatico.ca 

Sun.Feb.6 Beeton Forest  X country ski, 
snowshoe, 
skate 

All 
welcome 

Ross Rutley 
905 729 3664 
rrutley@csolve.net 

2-3 hours in the afternoon 

Feb.12-13 Quebec Canadian Ski 
Marathon 

Novice to 
expert 

Drew Millar 
705 715 1324 

Up to 100 km 

Feb19-20 To be 
determined 

 X country ski, 
snowshoe, 
hiking 

All 
welcome 

Abby Gomez 
905 778 0330 
abbytgo@rogers.com 

“Winter Wonderland 
Camping or lodge 
accomodations 

Sat, Feb19 “out back”  of 
Fred’s place 

X country ski All 
welcome  

Fred Schwarz 
705 728 3540 

15 km 
freddiecanoe@sympatico.ca 

Sun.Feb27 Kalapore near 
Collingwood 

X country ski novice Drew Millar 
705 715 1324 

5-6 hours; nice forest ski 

Sun. Mar 6 “out back”  X country ski All 
welcome 

Fred Schwarz 
705 728 3540 

15 km 
freddiecanoe@sympatico.ca 
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Want to visit parks in the winter? Here is a cool, crisp way to explore Ontario’s treasures... 
TRIP LEADER: Céline Audette, 705-726-9450  or celine_paddler@rogers.com 
HOW! Join a group of outdoor enthusiasts for some cross-country skiing on Saturdays of the winter months! If we can’ t 
ski, we’ ll hike! 
WHAT YOU’LL NEED: Dry change of clothes, lunch, snacks, and drinking water bottle. 
DATES! December 18, 2004, then in 2005, January 8, 22, Feb 5, 19, March 5, 19. 
Call or email the week of the ski to let me know if you’re coming! No need to reserve way ahead of time, unless it’ s a 
weekender trip.  
MEET! We’ ll meet at the Tim Horton’s Duckworth Plaza at 8am, and plan to depart at 8:15… The destination will 
depend on the weather and snow conditions.  
WHERE! It’s the 7 parks tour for cross-country skiing! The destination will be decided according to weather and driving 
conditions. Each park is described below. 
FEES! Each park has a varying day fee, from $2 to $14/person plus your vehicle pass. It was difficult to get the 
information without having to call each one. But there are options. A vehicle pass for the winter season for ALL 
provincial parks Dec. to March is $50, with this pass each person in your vehicle will get $2 off the daily pass fee. When 
you purchase your vehicle pass you can add two license plates numbers on the pass, so buddy up when you get one. A 
cross-country ski pass for Smoothwater, Arrowhead, Silent Lake, and Wasaga Beach combination is $80 per person. This 
includes your vehicle pass to ALL provincial parks. All other parks only require a vehicle pass for access. So you do the 
math, and decide how you want to pay.  
 
PARK DESCRIPTIONS!  
There are several parks that offer cross-country skiing, some have groomed, some are backcountry… we’ ll explore each 
one together! The list is as follows: 
Ar rowhead, Huntsville – The park grooms 23 km of track-set, cross-country ski trails and 14km of skate skiing trails. 
Each trail is rated for difficulty and ranges from beginner to expert. You can rent skis at the fully stocked Park Pro Shop 
and buy other amenities such as waxes, gloves, clothing and hot chocolate too. If you want to challenge yourself, come 
out for the Muskoka Loppet held every January in the park with the generous support of the Arrowhead Nordic Ski Club. 
More information can be found at http://ar rowheadnordic.ca. (1.5hrs from Barrie) 
Awenda, Penetanguishene – In winter, Awenda is not open for camping, but it is open for cross-country skiing. Cross-
country skiers can enjoy almost 30 kilometres of groomed ski trails. All trails begin at the Trail Centre, a heated log 
cabin. Snowshoeing is popular through the park©s many hectares of open bush, however there are no designated 
snowshoe trails. (About 1hour from Barrie) 
Spr ingwater , M idhurst – 10kms of groomed trails – 20mns outside of Barrie, Would be great for a moonlight ski… 
shhhh don’ t tell anyone. This would be a good family day ski with a picnic in one of the shelters. Natural springs enabled 
reforestation of this area, once a wasteland due to logging. Now this all-season park north of Barrie is a pleasant setting 
for family picnics, games and walks – or skiing – in the woods. Come to see the live bears, wolves, owls and swans in the 
wildlife display areas.  
Silent Lake, Bancroft – 3.5 hours from Barrie – combine with trip to Foymount? Silent Lake Park offers over 40 
kilometres of cross-country ski trails that are groomed and track set each winter. There are warm up huts along the trails 
and a primitive camping area with basic facilities. To contact Silent Lake Provincial Park directly, call (613) 339-2807 
Algonquin – 2 hours from Barrie – weekender… bring overnight stuff? Algonquin has three trail networks for cross-
country skiing. They offer trails of varying lengths and degrees of difficulty. 

·  Fen Lake Ski Trail is located at the West Gate of the park. Much of this trail travels through the hardwood 
bush typical of Algonquin©s west side. You will almost certainly see the tracks of moose on you outing. It offers 
four loops of 1.25, 5.2, 11.4 and 13km and offers both easy and more challenging sections. All trails are 
groomed and track set and a 6 km section also offers a lane for skate skiing. A shelter and toilets are located at 
the beginning of the trail and at Fen Lake. 

·  M innesing Trail is located on the north side of Highway 60, 23 km from the West Gate. The Minnesing Trail 
has four loops ranging in distance from 4.7 to 23.4 km. The trail is maintained for backcountry wilderness skiing 
and is not groomed. Wide touring skis and large basket poles are essential for soft snow conditions. 

·  Leaf Lake Trail system provides some of the most beautiful vistas and exhilarating skiing available anywhere. 
These trails are found one km west of the East Gate. As well as a great variety of country you may see the tracks 
of moose, otter, ruffed grouse, marten and many other animals.  
Leaf Lake Ski Trail offers a wide variety of trail selections ranging in length from 5 to 51 km and ranging from 
easy to very difficult. The system includes three loops that are groomed for skate skiing. All trails are groomed 
and many are track set. Shelters and toilets are available at several locations within the trail system. 
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·  Winter  Camping, Yur ts, or  Lodging it? We’ ll decide closer  to the date…Mew Lake Campground offers 
camping from mid-October until early May on a first-come first-serve basis. The main parking lot and the roads 
adjacent to sites 1-76 are ploughed. Sites are ploughed as time and weather permit. Sites 1 to 66 have electrical 
hook-ups. Firewood can be purchased at the Mew Lake Campground woodlot. A heated winterized comfort 
station provides drinking water, flush toilets, showers and laundry. 

Wasaga Provincial Park – Blueberry Trails, Wasaga Beach. 1 hour from Barrie. Wasaga Beach offers some of the most 
exciting Nordic ski terrain in Central Ontario with 30 kilometres of trails. Expert skiers are challenged on the groomed 
and track set "High Dunes Trail", or you may choose a more leisurely ski on the "Blueberry Plains Trail". The Blueberry 
Nordic Centre offers modern equipment rentals, light refreshments, warm-up shelter and outback ski shelters to warm up 
a lunch on a crisp winters day. A quiet skier will be rewarded with wildlife viewing as white-tailed deer and winter birds 
are abundant. Call the Trail Centre at (705) 429-0943 for trail conditions, rental and ski rates and general winter program 
information. 
K illarney Provincial Park, K illarney close to Sudbury – 3.5 to 4 hours from Barrie – weekender! Twenty kilometers 
of cross-country ski trails are tracked from the Park Office. You can also ski and snowshoe well into untracked 
backcountry. 
  
I ALSO found a web site www.canadatrails.com that listed ski events, such as loppets to participate in. The list is 
below… and some of us may participate. If you want to go as a group, please let us know! 
Events listed here are open to all ages and all levels of skiers. Unless specific dates are listed, the event has yet to be 
confirmed for this winter. Information on official competitions can be obtained from Cross Country Ontario at 
www.xco.org. (C = classic technique, F = free technique)  
 

 
Loppet Schedule 

 
Ear ly December : Porcupine Ski Runners - Porcupine Ski Runners Trails 
M id January: Haliburton Invitational -  Haliburton, Ont.  1.5/15 km C&F.  Open to all ages. $15-20 
M id January: Muskoka Loppet, - Arrowhead Prov. Park, Ont.  15 & 30km Classic only, (one or two loops on 15 km 
course) hosted by Arrowhead Nordic Ski Club. $20-$25. 
Late January: Nakkerloppet - Ottawa, Ont.. 25 km backcountry 
Ear ly February: Algonquin Loppet - Algonquin Prov. Park 
Ear ly February: Silver Spoon - Deep River, Ont. 1.5/15 km For all ages. $6-$12 
Ear ly February: Sounder Ski Tour - Parry Sound, Ont. Choice of 3, 10 and 20 km distances for all ages 
M id February: North Bay Classic - North Bay, Ont. 
M id February: Marathon Loppet - Marathon, Ont. 5, 20, 30 km 
Late February: South River Classic - South River, Ont. 
Ear ly March: Sibley Ski Tour - Sleeping Giant Provincial Park, Ont. 10/20/50 km F.  Hosted by Thunder Bay Nordic 
Trails Assoc. $12 to $65 
Ear ly Mar : Hardwood Hundred  - Hardwood Hills, Ont.  25/50/75/100km C & F.  Ski a 25-km loop as many times as 
possible. $20-$30 
Ear ly Mar : Highlands Nordic Classic, Duntroon, Ont. 
M id-Mar : Wabos Loppet -  Stokely Creek, Sault St. Marie, Ont.  26 km. $70 to $100. Entry fee includes an hour-long 
train ride to the start of the tour 
Late Mar : Cross Quetico Lakes Tour -  Quetico Provincial Park, Ont. 33-km and 42-km routes across the frozen lakes 
and portages of the northern Canoe routes of Quetico Park. Hosted by: The Beaten Path Nordic Club. Entry fees: $30 and 
$45 with T-shirt 
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Kozak Kr istmas Tree Farm 
Sunday 12th December  10am-4:30pm 
Club members are invited to bring the whole family to John Kozak©s 250 acre Kristmas Tree Farm on the Head River. 
Pick out a Christmas tree and it will be packaged on John©s Kristmas tree machine (one tree per car), Or scout out the 
river for next seasons river run. Hamburgers and hotdogs on the BBQ for lunch and hot chocolate available by the 
campfire. FREE FREE FREE!! We will also be collecting toys for children©s charity. All donations welcome. 
Email staceykozak@hotmail.com for directions. 
Johns Cell: (416) 254-9108 
 

Barr ie Canoe Club Annual Chr istmas Par ty 
Monday 13th December  2004 6PM 
The annual BCC Christmas party will be held at the Southshore Community Centre on Monday 13th Dec and 18h00 
(6PM). Please remember that this is a pot luck so bring you favourite dish to share. If you would like to volunteer to help 
set up please contact Suzanne Rankin at 705-728-4154 or peoplematter@bellnet.ca  
 

 
 

 
 

Bala to Woods Bay, Aug 21-23 

By Bob Sebert 

This was a canoe trip where 10 people started out as strangers and at the end of the trip were best friends.  It was an 
awesome experience. What was described as an "easy trip, 8 portages, longest is 385m." This was not exactly correct, but 
because it was a lot tougher, it required more effort, more team work, more co-operation from every one involved ... and 
everyone gave their absolute best.  We put in at Bala and paddled 37 kilometres to Woods Bay, with many portages, lift-
overs, lining canoes and wading through slippery rocky waters.  The days started with us on the water by 8am and off by 
4pm.  Fortunately the weather was great and the bugs were few. 
 
We all had such a great time and even had a follow up with a pot dinner where we shared pictures and memories of the 
trip. The group included Abby Gomez (leader) Bonny & Malcolm Campbell, Sue Whalen, Derek Vair, Karen Van 
Bakel,  Don Hopper, Michelle Crews, Ryan Podell and  yours truly, Bob Sebert 
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(The Legend of the Flying Canoe) 

I t was a long time ago... 
 It’s New Year’s Eve, at a logging 
camp situated deep in the forest near the 
Gatineau River. The land is enveloped in 
another frigid winter, snow piled high up 
the sides of the logging shanties. The camp 
boss has passed out the customary small 
casks of potent rum, and Joe, the cook, has 
had too much and falls into a deep sleep. 
 After midnight Joe is roughly 
shaken awake by Baptiste Durand, who 
outlines his plans to go to Lavaltrie to visit 
his sweetheart. It’s New Year’s Eve, after 
all, and he misses her. Baptiste assures Joe 
that they’d be back by morning and 
wouldn’ t miss work. Joe is amazed. How 
did Baptiste propose to travel 300 miles 
through dark forest and deep snow, and then 

return in time for work?! “Why, in our canoe,”  Baptiste replies with a wink. 
 Joe realises there is but one explanation. His friend Baptiste has made a pact with the Devil. He’s proposing they 
run the “chasse-galerie” . If they did, they had to carefully follow the conditions set down by the Devil: that they not 
mention the Lord’s name and make sure no one touched the crosses on any of the church steeples as they whisked by in 
their flying canoe. Just to be on the safe side, Baptiste tells Joe, he’s made the other eight men who are going with them 
swear not to touch another drop of rum. They needed clear heads when dealing with the Devil, otherwise he would trick 
them into selling their souls! 
 Joe and the rest of the crew barely take their places in the canoe when the ghostly form of the Devil appears to 
carry then through the dark and icy night. Far below Joe sees the frozen Gatineau River, many villages, shiny church 
steeples and then the lights of Montreal. Soon the devil craft nears its destination. 
 Moments later the witched canoe reaches Batisette Auge’s house where New Year’s Eve festivities are in 
raucous swing. Fiddles play madly, dancers laugh and smile and swing their partners round the room. No one wonders at 
the loggers’  sudden arrival. They were embraced with open arms and soon dancing and celebrating as merrily as 
everyone else. 
 It’s 4AM and the men must leave if they are to get back to the logging camp in time for work. Joe searches for 
Baptiste, and to his horror finds him drunk. This cannot be! Baptiste had to steer the canoe! As they fly through the 
moonless night Baptiste’s hand is dangerously unsteady. While passing over Montreal he almost steers them into a 
church steeple. They don’ t get much further before Baptiste lands them in a deep snowdrift. 
 Terrified the Devil is about to steal their souls, the men agree to bind and gag Baptiste, then elect Joe to steer. 
All is well for a few miles. Suddenly Baptiste breaks his bonds and swears like a sailor! The men are again horrified. 
Their friend has broken another cardinal rule! Shaken and terrified, Joe steers the witched canoe right into a tall pine. The 
men spill out and it is here that fellow loggers find them the next morning, none the worse for wear, and thinking the 
eight men had staggered outside to sleep off the effects of too much rum. Thankful that the Devil had not collected his 
unholy payment, Joe and the others dare not tell their friends the truth...  
 
La Chasse-Galerie 
For Joseph and thousands of other French-Canadians, the witch canoe was no fairy tale. French-Canadian legends may 
be full of unbelievable things like loup-garous (or werewolves) and feu-follets (wicked spirits that lead humans astray). 
Yet to the raconteur, they are as real as the Gatineau River. Like the witch canoe, they tell us what happens when you put 
your soul in the hands of the Devil. And the Devil is no laughing matter. No wonder then that legends like the chasse-
galerie were popular in winter lumber camps of the 19th century. For one thing, the men were far from home for months 
at a time, with little diversion during the long, boring nights. Surrounded by snowdrifts and the cries of hungry wolves, 
they relished a warm fire and a good story. These stories not only entertained, they also taught important moral lessons. 
After all, the men were as far from church as from home. As true as French-Canadian legends are supposed to be, many 
are local versions of stories that originated in Europe. The legend of the chasse-galerie can be traced to a French tale 
about Seigneur Gallery of Poitou, who was condemned to fly through the skies for eternity because he would hunt on 
Sunday rather than attend mass. The story was no doubt adopted by the voyageurs and coureurs de bois. The tradition 
was passed on by the shantymen in Québec, who, longing for their sweetheart, were tempted to fly home courtesy of the 
Devil!!! 
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Pool Sessions 2005 
Where: Allendale Recreation Center 
When: Sunday Evenings on Jan 9, 16, 23, 30; February 20, 27; March 13, 20, 27. 

Why: for skill development, for socializing and for the fun . 
How Much: $50 for eight sessions; $10 per session for members; $15 per session for non-members 
Contact: Duane Craig at (705) 726-4236 

 
 
Sea Kayaking Course Grads 
Congratulations to the following twenty-nine paddlers who have successfully completed the Basic Sea Kayak Courses 
taught this summer.  They are as follows: 
  

Randy Carson, 
Nancy Wilson, 
Jordi Foster, 
Bert Terra, 

Richard Pick, 
Mike Hancin, 
Beth LeClair, 
Stuart Murray, 
Jacques Soucie, 
Susan Tough, 

Elke Lange, 
Hugh Knowles, 
Susan Whalen, 

Gerhard Kueknel, 
Doris Durdin, 

Bernice Lovering, 
Don MacMillan, 

Jan Cole, 
Joan Filliter, 
Dale Hannah, 

Richard Parsons, 
Cheryl Hannah, 
Betty Heslin, 
Karen Flynn, 

Tony Masongsong, 
Angie Raymack, 

Chris Hucul, 
Cynthia MacDougal 

Mike Smith 

  
We know some of you have gone on to do some wonderful sea kayaking at Tofino on Vancouver Island, Gros Morne in 
Newfoundland, Lake Superior and as well Georgian Bay and Lake Simcoe this summer.  We’re certain you enjoyed 
some wonderful experiences while paddling.  It was great having you in our courses and we look forward to sea kayaking 
with you in the future.              
 
Fred Schwarz and Mary Cavanagh 
 

 
Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting was held at the Southshore on the 8th November 2004. The results of the Voting are as 
follows: 

� � Tripping II Course Fees will be reimbursed for BCC Trip Leader 
� � Club Name will be revised to Barrie Canoe & Kayak Club, Inc. 
� � ©Couple© Membership Fee is increased by $10. Children (<18) of adult members join free. 
� � Risk Management Policy & Procedures approved.  

 
 

 
Photo Contest Results 
The Barrie Canoe Club sponsored a photo contest this year. Many thanks to all those who submitted photographs and 
congratulations to our winners. They were: 

·  First Place: Duane Craig 
·  Second Place: A tie with two photos from Nicole Gaboury 
·  Third Place: Sue Whalen 

We would also like to thank Bill Fell who acted as an independent judge for the contest. Bill is professional nature 
photographer and offers customized kayak/photo trips on Georgian Bay. You can find out more on Bill’s  Web site at 
www3.sympatico.ca/fellphoto. The winning photos are posted on the BCC Web site in the “What’s New” Section. 
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Monday Paddle Night Team 
 Again, we had a very successful summer with the Monday paddle nights being well attended.  Both new members and 
old enjoyed time out on Kempenfelt Bay.  We could not have accomplished such a successful event without our 
volunteers.  Here is a hearty thanks to all those that helped: 
  
Ed Irwin, Carla Gingerich, Ralph Scheunemann, Brian Charles, Chris Beggs, Joyce Thompson, Ross Rutley, Malcolm 
Campbell, David Hyndman, Bonny Campbell, Jolene Newhook, Tony Newhook, Mary Cavanagh, Peter Hayward, Sue 
Whalen, Don Wood, Rick McCoy, Kim Lintack, Ernest Burke, Joan Witherell, Howard Williams, and Karen Simpson.  
  
Special thanks to my team captains:  Charlotte Piprell and Karen Van Bakel, who helped organize the event. 
  
Until next summer .... 
  
Abby Gomez  
 
Monday Night Meetings 
Just a reminder that our monthly Monday night meetings continue at the Southshore Community Centre over the winter 
months. Our guest speaker list is TBA so check the club web site or just come out and be pleasantly surprised.  All 
meeting are the second Monday of the month and begin at 19h00 (7PM) or there abouts.  

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

Aug 14/15, 2004 
  
Our trip consisted of 6 participants, including some very experienced hikers and some not so experienced hikers.  
However, we stuck together from beginning to end on this trip of adventure.   The part of the Western Uplands trail that 
we hiked was a 32 km loop starting from highway 60 in Algonquin Park.  The terrain was challenging the entire first day 
and at the end of 5 hours of hiking the campsite was a welcome site.  There is something to be said for carrying your 
entire ©home© on your back.  Our campsite was on a beautiful lake which we all enjoyed for a swim, after the long day.  
For dinner, we feasted on appetizers, pasta stir fry and famous bit-size brownies for dessert.  We hoped the packs would 
be lighter after dinner, but it was hard to notice the difference.  The second day©s hiking started out with some tough 
climbs, but by mid-day the ground levelled off for a nice hike for the remainder of the trip.  This was a good thing, as our 
sustained a few injuries: one person with some knee problems and another with a massive blister.   
  
The isolation of a hiking trip is wonderful, as you meet very few other individuals on the trail.  We had some great 
opportunities to see wildlife, including: moose, frogs, garter snake, chipmunks, and tons of birds.  The night time sounds 
of loons and wolves were amazing.  It was a wonderful trip and enjoyed by all:  David Rogers, Cheryl Hannah, Dale 
Hannah, David Crawford, Javier Gomez and yours truly, Abby Gomez. 
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With the coming of the new year we have a turn over in the executive. The new positions for 2005 are as follows: 

 
President: Abby Gomez 
Past President: Fred Schwarz 
Secretary: Bonnie Campbell 
Membership: Sue Whalen 
Lakewater  Director: Céline Audette 

Voyageur  Director : Oya Petts 
Program Director : Anthony Taliana 
Resource Director : Ross Rutley 
Publicity Director : Joan Witherall 
 

 
Many thanks to the departing executive members for all your time and effort. And many thanks to the new members for 
stepping forward and putting your heads on the block. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Visit our  Sponsors… 
Show your membership card to get discounts on selected items from the following retailers: 
 

·  Angie’s Outdoor, Barrie 
·  Ray Kettlewell Paddles 
·  Lolk Paddles 
·  Sturgeon River Canoe Co. 
·  Swift Canoe & Kayak 
·  Sojourn (now uses a “Rewards Program” to provide discounts to loyal customers.) 

�
�
� � � � � �� � � �	 
 � � 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � 
 � � �� � � � �� � � � 
 � � �� �� � �  

President Fred Schwarz freddiecanoe@sympatico.ca 705-728-3540 

Past President Céline Audette celine_paddler@rogers.com 705-726-9450 

Vice President Dwight Hanson dwight.hanson@hydro.one.com 905-836-8210 

Treasurer Ed Irwin ed_irwin@hotmail.com 705-726-4615 

Secretary Tracy McLaughlin zoro@infinity.net 705-722-8739 

Membership Director Nicole Gaboury 2canoeheads@sympatico.ca 705-725-0922 

Course Director Charlotte Piprell  705-739-8407 

Trip Director Ann Berman annberman@sympatico.ca 705-458-9920 

Equipment Director Dave Beckett davkayak14@aol.com 705-435-0072 

Lakewater Director Abby Gomez michma@interlog.com 905-778-0330 

Canoe Director Mike Dale mdale1@sympatico.ca 905-775-7348 

Kayak Director Duane Craig helen.gollan@cibc.ca 705-726-4236 

Voyageur Director Mary Louise Kozak mary-louise.kozak@cbs.gov.on.ca 905-338-6885 

Marathon Director    

Sprint Racing Director Drew Millar dmillar@city.barrie.on.ca 705-722-6079 

Sea Kayak Director Mary Cavanagh mary.cavanagh@sympatico.ca 705-725-6252 

Program Director Bill Caswell du12paddle@bmts.com 519-934-2013 

Resource Director Carl Thomas ce.thomas@sympatico.ca 705-726-7319 

Publicity Director Patricia McGrail pemc@stones.com 705-735-4155 

Newsletter Director David Hyndman dbhynd@sympatico.ca 705-792-1506 

Website Committee Marilyn Clark mclark@csolve.net 705-329-2845 


