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Nipissing River  Tr ip 
June 30- July 3, 2006 

 
High Falls in the Nipissing river valley is the 
centremost point in northern Algonquin and seems 
almost primeval. Both the Petawawa and the Nipissing 
start on the west side of the Park but while the 
Petawawa passes through lakes along the way, the 
Nipissing is a valley watershed over its length. We 
descended into it, on one of the longest days of the 
year, and entered a lush area of cold springs, birds, and 
huge white pine. 
 

Over 3 nights we traveled up the Petawawa through 
Catfish and Burntroot, crossing over to High Falls and 
then down the Nipissing back to Cedar. The logistics 
statistics were 6 hours to Catfish, 10 hours to High 
Falls, 5 hours to Plumb Creek junction, and 3 hours the 
final day, successfully claiming the prime campsites 

we aimed for and arriving before 5PM. 
 

Catfish provided a gentle sunset under a few high clouds, viewed from a massive breezy swimming rock where schools 
of fingerlings investigated exposed toes. The water was warm. The chutes on the first two portages from Cedar had 
enough pounding water to throw up smoky columns of mist. The old Alligator is still slowly rusting on the island where 
it beached a century ago, and will be there for centuries to come. Catfish was alive at night with owls, loons, and one 
young hawk that preferred we camp elsewhere. 
 

The recent tornado blown down on a little lake near High Falls was small yet still impressive. Some of us climbed into 
High Falls to enjoy its supercharged Jacuzzi power, which was magnified by the portaging effort required to get there. It 
was so good we went in again the next morning. Afterwards was a sunny day with cold spring water in our bottles, wind 
gusts fortunately at our backs, paddling a long stretch of the river where the valley opens wide to reveal irregular pine 
covered hills, near and far. The final night was again near rapids and good swimming, in a grove of tall fat white pine. 
Amazingly, we only sighted a few people on Burntroot and then some kids from Pennsylvania on the last hour of the trip. 
For our viewing pleasure, Algonquin offered up 14 moose, including three mothers with their calves, in one instance with 
a large bear crossing the river in front of us in hopes of 
a meal. One deer put in a candid appearance, which is 
rare up in that area of the park. Various painted turtles 
and a snapper were sunning themselves as we went by, 
and Robert met a martin on the trail. 
 

Thank you to Ross Rutley, Joan Filliter, Robert 
Lassaline, Julia Lawr, David Hyndman, and Peter 
Davies for sharing this trip with me. Special mention 
to Robert for his shish kabob dinner including copious 
veggies smothered in Feta cheese all steamed within 
huge tinfoil logs, and to Peter for his fancy curry on 
the final night, with added touches of mango chutney 
and an apple brandy desert. Before the first day was 
done, everybody meshed and the trip took on a 
momentum of its own, which is as it should be. I could 
not have hoped for a better trip. 
 
Andrew Ferguson 



Farewell to Céline 
A familiar presence will be missing at the Barrie Canoe & 
Kayak Club starting in August as long time club member 
Céline Audette packs up and moves to the far east (well I 
guess Ottawa is not that far east).  
 

Céline’s contributions to the club over the last 10 years have 
been incalculable. A real sparkplug as an organizer, Céline 
has been involved in many aspects of the clubs operations, 
including – but not restricted to - VP in 1997, then as 
President from 1997-2000 and Past Pres in 2001. Following 
that, she took the reigns as Lakewater director in 2002. An 
active trip leader, Céline organized trips as far a field as the 
Everglades and Pukaskwa and organized and lead the first 
Wild Woman Trip. A novice paddler on her arrival, Céline 
has moved on to become a Tripping II instructor.  Her most 
recent efforts over the last few years were chiefly responsible 
in getting the KICK program started. 
 

Céline will be hard to replace and will be greatly missed 
around the club, but we are happy that she is beginning a new 
chapter in her life with a new job, love and family in 
Kemptville Ontario. All the best for the future Céline, and we 
hope your journeys take you back this way again.    

 
 
 

 
 

Monthly Meetings 
It’ s time to start thinking monthly meetings again. Held every second Monday of the month (except when that 
Monday is a holiday, then the meeting will be the third Monday) in the upstairs section of the Southshore 
Community Centre, this give club members and prospective new members a chance to mingle, talk about the 
summers adventures, plan winter trips, and wet their appetites for next summers activities. Yet to be 
announced guest speakers will give presentations and snacks are always provided. 
 

Schedule for  2006 
October 16  

See below for details 
 

November 20 
Annual General Meeting 

(third Monday due to Municipal Elections the previous week) 
 

December 11 
Annual Christmas Party and Pot Luck Dinner 

 

 Doors open at 6:30PM. Meetings start at 7PM 
 

October  Monthly Meeting 
For the October meeting we invite club members to regale us with their summer adventures. If you would like 

to do a slide show or video presentation on a canoe or kayak trip or some other special expedition over the 
previous year please contact our Program Director Anthony Taliana at outdooranthony@yahoo.ca  

or 705-424-3908 

Pukaskwa 2002 



 
BARRIE CANOE &  KAYAK CLUB 

SPRING/SUMMER/FALL ACTIVITY SCHEDULE�
� � � �� ��� � � � � 	 �
 � � � 
 �

You must be a current member of the BCKC to participate in club activities. Please provide your membership number 
when signing up for activities. You are responsible for contacting the trip leader well in advance of the trip date. For 
safety reasons, the trip leader has the final say about who goes on his/her trips. Participants must assume all risks 
associated with the activity and must provide the trip leader with a signed Medical/Emergency Information Form prior to 
the trip. Non-members are entitled to participate as a guest of a member on one day-trip per year and must sign the 
Waiver of General Liability. 

�
DATE DESTINATION ACTIVITY REQUIRED 

SKILLS 
LEADER EXTRA 

DETAILS  
WEDNESDAYS 
in May. June, 
September and 
October 

 
August 11-19 
 
 
Saturday, 
August 26 
 
September 2-4 
 
 
September 9-10 
 
 
 
 
September 15-17 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday,  
October 1 
 
 
Saturday, 
October 7 
 
October 7-9 
 
 
Sunday,  
October 15 

Various, within 1 
hour of Barrie 

 
 

 
Spanish River 
 
 
Pretty Channel 
 
 
Phillip Edward Island 
 
 
McRae Lake 
 
 
 
 
Parry Sound area 
 
 
 
 
 
Burnt River 
 
 
 
Kashke River System 
 
 
TBA 
 
 
Bruce Trail 

Sea Kayaking 
Day trips 

 
 
 

moving water  
 
 
flatwater 
 
 
sea kayak 
 
 
flatwater 
 
 
 
 
canoeing, 
fishing… 
 
 
 
 
flatwater 
(portage 
MW) 
 
exploratory 
 
 
flatwater 
 
 
hike 

Basic Sea 
Kayaking (able 
to paddle all 
day) 
 
MW1 
 
 
Basic 
 
 
SK Basic 
 
 
Basic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Basic skills 
 
 
 
TBA 
 
 
Basic 

Mary Cavanagh 
705 725 6252 
Mary.cavanagh
@gmail.com 
 
Mike Dale 
905 775 7384 
 
Fred Schwarz 
705 728 3540 
 
Bob White 
705 739 8294 
 
Marilyn Clark 
705 329 2845 
mclark@csolve. 
net 
 
TBA 
Malcolm and 
Bonny 
Campbell 
705 726 9357 
 
Marilyn Clark 
705 329 2845 
 
 
Ozzie 
705 534 0770 
 
Bob White 
705 739 8294 
 
Fred Schwarz 
705 728 3540 

B2 to B3- Wet or dry 
suits required in 
early spring and late 
fall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Base camp. R&R 
 
 
Suitable for families. 
Base camp. 
 
 
 
Mac and Bonny’s 
hunt camp. Camp or 
rustic indoor 
accommodation. 
 
 
Prepare for all 
weather conditions 
 
 
More details by early 
September 
 
Thanksgiving trip. 
Details to follow 
 
15 km 

�
�

 



Monday Night Paddles and Corn Boil 
Monday night paddles continue at the boat house thought-out August. Starting about 6:30PM till sunset, 

roughly 9PM, it is a chance for members and their guests to have a paddle on the bay. We are also still in need 
of volunteers to help run the evening sessions. 

NOTE: There is no Monday night paddle on Labour Day September 4. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Monday night sessions wraps up on the 11th September with our annual corn boil at the Boat House. 

Please bring your own plates, cups and cutlery. 
 
 
 

New Tom Thomson Book 
 

Anyone who has paddled Algonquin Park is 
likely familiar with Artist Tom Thomson, his 
life, paintings and mysterious death on Canoe 
Lake in 1917. A new book is now out that takes 
a look at a new theory about Thomson’s 
mysterious drowning. Algonquin Elegy: Tom 
Thomson’s Last Spring is a non-fiction novel 
that tells the story of the last few days of one of 
Canada’s greatest artists. Details of the book 
can be found here: www.algonquinelegy.com. 
For anyone unfamiliar with Thomson, try this: 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Thomson. Lots 
of good information as well as helpful links.  

 
. 

 
 
 

 
 

We saw Tom come almost at a run over the Joe Lake Portage. Canoe over his head. Throwing his canoe into 
the water he seized his paddle like a mad man to our wharf – here he pulled up his canoe in haste and up into 

our cabin.  
Mark Robinson on Tom Thomson 

 
He never gave utterance in words to his feelings of the glories of nature. Words were not his instruments of 

expression – colour was the only medium open to him.  
J. M. MacCallum on Tom Thomson 

Tom Thomson’s Jack Pine 
painted on (depending on who you want to 

believe) Little Cauchon Lake or Grand Lake.  
Now hanging in the National Gallery in Ottawa 



Home built Kayak 

 
Kim Woodman submitted this photo of her homebuilt cedar strip Outer Island Kayak.  

Nice job Kim. 
 

Campfire Story 
Falcon and the Duck Story 

The wintry winds had already begun to whistle and the waves to rise when the Drake and his mate gathered 
their half- grown brood together on the shore of their far northern lake. 
©Wife,© said he, ©it is now time to take the children southward, to the Warm Countries which they have never 
yet seen!© 
Very early the next morning they set out on their long journey, forming a great ©V© against the sky in their 
flight. The mother led her flock and the father brought up the rear, keeping a sharp lookout for stragglers. 
All day they flew high in the keen air, over wide prairies and great forests of northern pine, until toward 
evening they saw below them a chain of lakes, glittering like a string of dark-blue stones. Swinging round in a 
half circle, they dropped lower and lower, ready to alight and rest upon the smooth surface of the nearest lake. 
Suddenly their leader heard a whizzing sound like that of a bullet as it cuts the air, and she quickly gave the 
waning: ©Honk! honk! Danger, danger!© All descended in dizzy spirals, but as the great Falcon swooped 
toward them with upraised wing, the ducklings scattered wildly hither and thither. The old Drake came last, 
and it was he who was struck! 
©Honk, honk!© cried all the Ducks in terror, and for a minute the air was full of soft downy feathers like flakes 
of snow. But the force of the blow was lost upon the well-cushioned body of the Drake, he soon got over his 
fright and went on his way southward with his family, while the Falcon dropped heavily to the water©s edge 
with a broken wing. 
There he stayed and hunted mice as best he could from day to day, sleeping at night in a hollow log to be out 
of the way of the Fox and the Weasel. All the wit he had was not too much whereby to keep himself alive 
through the long, hard winter. 
Toward spring, however, the Falcon©s wing had healed and he could fly a little, though feebly. The sun rose 
higher and higher in the blue heavens, and the Ducks began to return to their cool northern home. Every day a 
flock or two flew over the lake; but the Falcon dared not charge upon the flocks, much as he wished to do so. 
He was weak with hunger, and afraid to trust to the strength of the broken wing. 
One fine day a chattering flock of Mallards alighted quite near him, cooling their glossy breasts upon the 
gently rippling wave. 
©Here, children,© boasted an old Drake, ©is the very spot where your father was charged upon last autumn by a 
cruel Falcon! I can tell you that it took all my skill and quickness in dodging to save my life. Best of all, our 
fierce enemy dropped to the ground with a broken wing! Doubtless he is long since dead of starvation, or else 
a Fox or a Mink has made a meal of the wicked creature! © 
By these words the Falcon knew his old enemy, and his courage returned. 
©Nevertheless, I am still here!© he exclaimed, and darted like a flash upon the unsuspecting old Drake, who was 
resting and telling of his exploit and narrow escape with the greatest pride and satisfaction. 
©Honk! honk! © screamed all the Ducks, and they scattered and whirled upward like the dead leaves in autumn; 
but the Falcon with sure aim selected the old Drake and gave swift chase. Round and round in dizzy spirals 
they swung together, till with a quick spurt the Falcon struck the shining, outstretched neck of the other, and 
snapped it with one powerful blow of his reunited wing. 
Moral: Do not exult too soon; nor is it wise to tell of your brave deeds within the hearing of your enemy. 



Barr ie Canoe and Kayak Club Executive 
 

Interim President Fred Schwarz freddiecanoe@sympatico.ca 705-728-3540 

Past President Fred Schwarz freddiecanoe@sympatico.ca 705-728-3540 

Vice President Bonnie Campbell bonnycampbell@hotmail.com 705-726-9357 

Treasurer Ed Irwin ed_irwin@hotmail.com 705-726-4615 

Secretary Julia Lawr Wayne-julia1@sympatico.ca  

Membership Sue Whalen katsura.whalen@sympatico.ca 705-722-3594 

Course Director Charlotte Piprell E-mail Challenged 705-739-8407 

Trip Director Ann Berman annberman@sympatico.ca 705-458-9920 

Equipment Director  Dave Beckett davkayak14@sympatico.ca 705-792-9661 
Lakewater Director Lee Kelly lkelly@pcl.com 705-734-0393 

Moving Water Canoe Director Bud Burke budburke@rogers.com 705-436-6125 

Moving Water Kayak Director Duane Craig E-mail Challenged 705-726-4236 

Voyageur Director Scott Schneider scotts@rogers.com 705-739-2340 

Sea Kayak Director Dave Beckett davkayak14@sympatico.ca 705-792-9661 

Program Director Anthony Taliana outdooranthony@yahoo.ca 705-424-3908 

Resource Director Ross Rutley rrutley@csolve.net 905-729-3664 

Publicity Director Jack Kenehan revjack2@hotmail.com 705-722-8532 

Newsletter/Web Site Editor David Hyndman dbhynd@sympatico.ca 705-792-1506 

KICK Coordinator Céline Audette celine_audette@gmail.com 613-482-1354 
 

Show your membership card to get discounts on selected items from the following retailers: 
·  Angie’s Outdoor, Barrie 
·  Ray Kettlewell Paddles 
·  Lolk Paddles 
·  Sturgeon River Canoe Co. 
·  Swift Canoe & Kayak 
·  Tent City Outfitters  
·  Paddle Shack  
·  Sojourn (now uses a “Rewards Program” to provide discounts to loyal customers.) 

 

 


