
 
 
 
 

Newsletter of the Barrie Canoe and Kayak Club 
Dec 2006 – Jan 2007 

 
 

  
 

Sat August 26, 7am at the club, 5 kayaks and a canoe are loaded 
car-pooling arranged for the appropriate number of paddlers, and we were 
off to Skelton Lake. We made a quick mandatory stop for coffee, and 
another stop at a canoe and kayak outfitters to purchase more gear before 
arriving at the put in on the east side of the lake. By 10.15 we are on the 
water.  

Despite dire forecasts of rain and wind earlier in the week the 
weather was great, cloudy with wind from the east. We started out 
paddling south on the east side protected from the wind and waves. The 
lake is the result of a meteor that crash-landed here in the distant past. Egg 
shaped it is 4.5 k in diameter at the narrowest and 8.5 K long including a 
bay on the south end.  The East shore is beautiful with a rocky hilly 
shoreline perhaps piled up by the meteor and small inlets or bays with 
beaches and a cottage or two on the beach. The adventuress among us 
paddled into every bay, nook and cranny, others cut across the mouth of 
every bay and waited.  

We called for a break at 11am but most were eager to move on so 
we eat a quick snack and head south. The southeast shore of Skelton lake 
begins with a long high cliff that has two large nests near the top. Farther 
along the south shore is dotted with islands and looks much like the 
Georgian Bay. There are many more cottages here but the lake was 
surprisingly quite with little boat traffic. We note that every second 

cottage has a canoe and or kayak or both. A long beach on the south shore is lined with small cottages, a 
government dock, lodge, store and garden centre. We headed west into more islands and circumnavigated several 
small-uninhabited ones before finding an area to land the kayaks.  

Lunch was under the pines. We discussed our progress and destination. Should we retrace our route and 
avoid the wind or paddle in the wind and waves on the west side of the lake. The consensus was to move on 
keeping an eye on the size of the waves. The southwest part of the lake has several deep bays and more islands. We 
saw several groups of canoes and kayaks along with a few motorboats. After paddling around a few islands we 
turned south to paddle into the mouth of the largest bay.  

After entering the bay we had our one and only mishap of the day. I’d like to say that the wind and waves 
played a significant part or that one of the three beginners messed up. But the bay was calm and flat here and it was 
a very experienced kayaker who demonstrated the first 
half of the role. However it was candy that played a 
significant role. Candies were being passed around and 
our intrepid kayaker tried valiantly to save (catch) one 
by leaning well to the left side of his other wise very 
stable kayak. After reaching the point of no return he 
paused for a moment of quite reflection mumbled 
something we could not hear and unable to return to an 
upright position gently gave in to the force of gravity. 
Face and body met the water with a soft splat. At first 
he seemed unable to exit the kayak and I nearly jumped 
in to help. It turned out he was still trying to rescue the 
candy as well as his sunglasses, which were trying their 
best to leave the scene of the dunking. But no worries 

Unintentional swim 

Diving for  candy 



he popped out minus the candy but with sunglasses in hand. After a great deal of teasing, and a swim, we finally 
got him into the kayak. He pumped out the water and we set out for the west side of the lake.  

The wind was fairly strong creating waves about a half a meter high at times. This side of the lake is wall-
to-wall cottages with some nice beaches. My father and a friend of his owned some lots here 51 years ago. They put 
in the road built several cottages and sold them. There were several sailboats out here enjoying the wind and 
moving along very well. Only one motorboat towed kids on a raft well out in the lake. We stopped at a private 
beach and received permission to land and swim. Though out our day people on shore said hello and or waved. 
Friendly people these Skelton lake cottagers. The wind and waves increased as we turned to head east but every 
one reported enjoying the wave action. At 4.15 we arrived at the cars. We were on the water six hours and paddled 
about 22k with several good breaks.  

This was an easy beginners day trip. The new paddlers impressed everyone with their endurance and 
enthusiasm the old paddlers with their entertainment value, wet exit skills and valour even in a failed rescue 
attempt. Poor Candy. We drove to the club save for that compulsory coffee stop, unloaded the canoes and kayaks 
and celebrated our adventure at a nearby restaurant. The conscience is that this will make a great fall trip. Look for 
this trip next fall with a pottery tour and supper in Huntsville. Bring candy. 
 
John Rankin  

  
 

Monthly Meetings 
Monthly Meeting begin again on the 16 October. All meeting are held at the Southshore Community Centre on the 
second Monday of the month (except when indicated). Doors open at 6:30PM and meetings begin at 7PM. This is a 
chance for members, guests, and visitors to meet and mingle and to see presentations from guest speakers. 
 

SCHEDULE FOR 2006-2007:  
 

11 December: Annual Christmas Party 
  

8 January: TBA. Check the web site for details when they become available. 
 

12 February: Gillian Mason: Back River, Nunavut 
 

12 March: Brian Cheaney: Astronomy and the Wilderness Night Sky 
 

16 April (NOTE: Third Monday due to Easter Monday the 9 Apr): Jay Morrison: Paddle Across Canada 
 

14 May: TBA. Check the web site for details when they become available. 
 
 

 

Pool Sessions 
Come out and have some fun in a boat!       Get comfortable in a boat in water. 
Get a few tips from the regulars.        Get ready for the paddling season of 2007 

 

Allandale Recreation Centre, 190 Bayview Drive, Barrie, On 
5:30PM – 7:00PM 

Jan 14, 21, & 28   Feb 11, 18 & 25   March 11 & 18 
$50 for members for all 8 sessions, $75 for non-members 

$10 per session for members, $15 for non-members 
 

Contact Duane Craig at 726-4236 
 
 

Chr istmas Par ty 
The Annual BCKC Christmas Party will be held at the Southshore Community Centre on Monday 

11th December starting at 6PM. This is a potluck dinner so please bring your favourite dish (with food in it) to 
share with the ravenous multitudes. Also, please bring along your own eating tools (plate, cup, knife, fork, & 
spoon). There will be entertainment, games for the kids and lots of joviality for all. 

NOTE: There will be a brief session of club business to take care of prior to the commencement of 
the evening festivities. The Minutes for the 2005 AGM need to be voted on. Please read the copy of the 
minutes at your table on your arrival so we can proceed with the vote first thing. 
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You must be a current member of the BCKC to participate in club activities. Please provide your membership number 
when signing up for activities. You are responsible for contacting the trip leader well in advance of the trip date. For 
safety reasons, the trip leader has the final say about who goes on his/her trips. Participants must assume all risks 
associated with the activity and must provide the trip leader with a signed Medical/Emergency Information Form prior 
to the trip. Non-members are entitled to participate as a guest of a member on one day-trip per year and must sign the 
Waiver of General Liability. 

�

DATE DESTINATION ACTIVITY REQUIRED 
SKILLS 

LEADER EXTRA 
DETAILS 

Snowy 
Tuesday 
Evenings 
6:30-8:30 

Near Barrie Snowshoeing Be prepared for a 
good aerobic workout 

on hilly terrain 

Hanne Nielson 
721-9819 

Wear a 
headlamp and 
eye protection 

Dec 2-3 Parry Sound area base camp, 
hike, bike 

 John Rankin 
728 4154 

Plan to cover 
about 6km/day. 

Mon Jan 1 Minden whitewater  Duane Craig 
726 4236 

 

Wed Jan 3 Copeland Forest moonlight 
snowshoe/hike 

 John Rankin 
728 4154 

Full moon, easy 
route 

Sat Jan 6 Behind Fred’s place snowshoe novice Fred Schwarz 
728 3540 

6pm-10pm, full 
moon (almost) 

Jan 13-14 Algonquin Park, 
east side 

snowshoe/ 
x country ski 
super trails! 

 John Rankin 
728 4154 

Base camp or 
motel 

Sun Jan 14 Ardagh Bluffs snowshoe  Anthony Taliana 
424 3908 

 

WedJan17 Scenic Caves X country ski  Mary Cavanagh 
725 6252 

Speak to Mary 
about buying pass 

Sat Jan 20 Springwater Park Family trip, 
Ski/walk/snowshoe 

 Helen/Duane 
726 4236 

Potluck 

Sun Jan 21 Kalapore X country ski novice to expert Drew Millar 
715 1324 

10 km, go at 
own pace 

Sun Jan 28 Minesing Swamp Snowshoe  Ed Irwin 
726 4615 

Snowshoe to 
heron rookery 

WedJan31 Copeland Forest moonlight 
snowshoe/hike 

 John Rankin 
728 4154 

 

Feb 3-4 Parry Sound area Winter camping, 
Ski/snowshoe 

 John Rankin 
728 4154 

May need to 
break trail; Pre-
meeting Jan 1 

Sat Feb 10 Awenda Prov. Park snowshoe/ski  Anthony Taliana 
424 3908 

 

Sun Feb 11 Minesing Swamp Snowshoe  Ed Irwin 
726 4615 

Snowshoe to 
heron rookery 

WedFeb14 
 

Duntroon X country ski  Mary Cavanagh 
725 6252 

Speak to Mary 
about buying pass 

Sat Feb 17 Gravenhurst/ 
Bracebridge 

X country ski  John Rankin 
728 4154 

Great ski trails 
beside river 

Sun Feb18 Tiffin Conservation X country ski novice Fred Schwarz 
728 3540 

10-15 km 
 

Sat Feb 24 Sunnidale Park Snowshoe  Duane Craig 
726 4236 

 
 

Sat Mar 3 Algonquin Park 
Mew Lake 

Snowshoe/ 
x country 

 Anthony Taliana 
424 3908 

 
 

Sat Mar 10 Gravenhurst/ 
Bracebridge 

X country ski  John Rankin 
728 4154 

Great ski trails 
beside river 

Sat Mar 24 Head River Whitewater  John Rankin 
728 4154 

 
 



�

Personal Message from the Dock 
Hi, I’m DOCK… 
 

You know… the one that sits on Kempenfelt Bay every summer, so that you can all enjoy the water in 
your kayak or canoe, or even just to stand there and chat with fellow members. 
 

On Saturday 22nd October, on a calm fall 
morning, dedicated members of the Barrie Canoe and 
Kayak Club came out with this big crane to take me out 
of the water again. Members of the Rowing Club were 
here too, to clean and store away the floating parts of 
me, and then Fred, Dave B, Dave H, Ed, Ross, and a 
few others worked together to set up the part of me 
attached to land for the crane operator. Every fall they 
take me out, and every spring they put me back in… 
Too bad there weren’ t enough people around to clean 
the club itself. It still needs to be swept, the washrooms 
need to be cleaned, boats need to be washed and 
polished, gear needs to be inventoried, a really long list 
of things to do. Every year I watch mostly the same 

people do the work, and a few new members come out and help too… but this year, wow… hardly anybody. I 
wonder what happened. The thing is, the regulars won’ t be around forever, and what if there is no one to help 
put me back in next year? I need a lot of people to make me float, just like the club needs lots of people to 
make it work. Now, everyone has their bad days, they forget, or something else comes up… but it’ s never too 
late to help.  
 

Okay, here’s a little exercise, count how many times you have helped the club this year. If you can 
count 5 things on one hand, take that hand and pat yourself on the back; if you can count 10 things on your 2 
hands, take your right hand, put on your left shoulder, take your left hand, put on your right shoulder, now 
squeeze, and give yourself a hug. That’s from the club… because without volunteers who give their time, this 
club just wouldn’ t float. Boats wouldn’ t get fixed, trips wouldn’ t get lead, newsletters wouldn’ t get written… 
it would be a big empty place. So, for those of you who couldn’ t count anything on either hand, next time 
you’ re at the club, raise that hand and volunteer, write an email to the President, call one of the directors, and 
tell them you want to help.  
 

They sure would appreciate it… think about that this winter, as you watch all those lakes and rivers 
freeze. Don’ t forget that the winter program will also be published soon… So, until next spring, I’m just 
gonna sit and dry up… take care now!  
 

Signed, 
The DOCK 

 



The Village 
It takes a Village to take me camping!!! 
I joined the canoe club about 2 ½ years ago.  I 

understand that “The Village”  (meaning BCKC members) 
were taking care of me two weeks before I was even born.  
My Mom and I were in a kayak and she flipped and swam.  
Well every boat on the trip was around us to make sure we 
made it out of the cold April waters safely and quickly. 

I know I have meet every member and I know every 
member has helped me – even if it’s just extra eyes on me to 
make sure I am not in trouble. 

I started on BCKC day trips.  I had my own special 
seat and bug cover in the canoe.  When my parents and I 
went white water, “ the gang”  would run down the river with 

my Dad and then run it all again in the afternoon with my Mom.  By the 3rd day the gang was tired, but didn’ t stop 
them.  When we were at Palmer someone offered to look after me so my 
parents could actually paddle together. 

In winter the BCKC trips would take me snowshoeing and x-
country skiing.  They were once again great to me as they waited for my 
Mom/Dad who struggled up or down hills with me on their backs. 

The following year I received my own paddle and duck.  I had 
my paddle in the water at all times, and even when I took a nap I held on 
to it with all my might.  When I was bored with paddling I would throw 
my duck and watch all the canoes try to pick it up.  This made me laugh 
and laugh and laugh, so I did it again, and again, and again.  We went on 
a trip with some portages.  I was carried and someone volunteered to 
watch me, as my parents like to run back and forth to get our stuff.  There 
were also times when I went in other people’s boat when my parents look 
like they needed a nap too.  Everyone taught me something new every 
day, like throwing acorns over the cliff.  Other villagers would entertain 
me when my parents were setting camp, cooking, ect.  Somehow in 
everyone’s food pack was a treat for me.  On the Ottawa River, I got to 
paddle in my Dad’s kayak.  This time the gang would only have to run the 
rapids 2x  (not the whole river).  Once with my Mom/Dad and then they 

would portage up the trail to run it again with the other parent who 
carried me down the portage around the rapids. 

This summer I went on a lot of trips.  My first one in snow!  But 
I was warm and loved it.  I helped carry the canoe to the water.  The 
village taught me songs and sayings.  In Killarney it quickly dropped 
temperature and started to rain.  The village all stopped to get me warm 
with their towels, and made sure I was o.k. before we started again.  
Another villagers would hold on to my life jacket when I was close to 
the water so I can keep playing safe.  On portages I wanted to walk, and 
someone was always willing to walk my pace, while my parents like to 
run the trails.  On windy days, we would get towed for my Mom/Dad 
couldn’ t paddle while they were holding me when I was tired.  I even 
went on a trip where the big people paddled the boat back to the 
mainland so all us kids could enjoy some ice cream.  On the Spanish the 
village agreed that I should be potty trained to cut down on dippers.  By 
the time the trip was over so was the training – no more dippers! 

Everyone coloured with me, sang and read to me, feed me, held 
me, helped me and mostly entertained me.  (I can’ t disclose the funny 

things big people do to make me smile). 
My parents say I would not have had one of those experiences if it were not for the Village, for they could 

not have done it alone.  So I want to say a big Thank you to the BCKC forgiving me so many great adventures, but 
also a great big village of friends that I love. 

Thank you, Theron. 



 

WEIRD, WORRISOME WEATHER 
experienced by Cathryn Rees and Bill Cormode 

 

On Monday, July 17th, we were camped on a small island between Phillip Edward Island and the 
Foxes off Killarney. That was the day when Wally and Dorothy Van Dyke were experiencing rough water and 
winds in Michipicotin Bay, and Herb Pohl©s (member WCA)kayak and body were found in the same waters. 
 

At 4:15 p.m. we were admiring the view on top of our island, including the white pines anchored to its 
cracks and crevices. Coming down to our campsite, we noticed a purple sky to the west over Manitoulin. We 
were tying up a tarpaulin when a wall of wind and water struck. There was zero visibility beyond the 
shoreline. My visor was torn from my forehead. The cushion in my hands went up out of sight. Our friends 
saw their tent lifting towards the water. Bill saw the two canoes that had been tied together and stored upside 
down in a deep crevice take off into the air and land right side up out in the bay. We all sprang into action. 
When the wind blew the canoes back into shallow water, Bill grabbed one, knowing the other was attached. 
My task was to help our elderly friends who were grasping their tent as if preparing to hang glide. Releasing 
the poles from two corners reduced the wind drag. Next focus was our tent which was scuttling off the island. 
Releasing poles and throwing on rocks stopped its escape. Lightning was flashing and trees were crashing. 
This lasted about 10 minutes and then the sun came out. 
 

We were soaked, but not injured. There was damage to tents, a pack and my cushion gone, and pines 
that had stood for a hundred years were lying on their sides with their roots in the air. Even the ground cover 
was lifted and rolled up like carpeting leaving the rock bare. This was the storm of the century for this area. 
Our thoughts were with all others in the path of this storm. We were shocked and so sad when we heard about 
Herb. 
 

Near our cottage on August 4th, the Combermere tornado wreaked havoc. Swaths of forest were 
turned into sloppy clear-cuts. In Combermere, the trademark hundred year white pines were shattered and 
felled. A resort formerly hidden in huge pines lay exposed with damaged cabins and trailers. A broken arm 
miraculously was the only injury.  
 

Never have we been so at risk to winds in summer. Never have we known a wetter, cooler summer. 
Blackflies were still hatching and biting at Thanksgiving. Still, all told, we and most others had been spared in 
life-threatening weather conditions. For that we were truly thankful. Vulnerability and safety measures in 
violent weather should be part of the discussions for tripping. Our weather is changing and the risks are 
increasing. Is this our new reality caused by global warming? 

 
  

Wilderness First Aid Course 
The BCKC is gauging interest a Wilderness First Aid course. The date is yet to be determined, but 

will most likely be over a weekend (16 Hours) in February. Cost has yet to be announced. We need 
approximately 12 persons to make this course happen. 

If you interested in having you name on the list, please contact our outgoing Course Director 
Charlotte Piprell at 705-739-8407 or our incoming Course Coordinator Susie Larkin at 
page.larkin@yahoo.ca or 705-726-7326 
 
 
 

Canoe For Sale 
 

The BCKC has been  selling off the clubs 4 Fiberglass Canoes. There is only ONE left. 
Scott Tripper 15©-9"  --  $ 350.00 

Contact Dave Beckett at 792-9661 or our incoming Equipment Coordinator Kim Gate at  
gater@sympatico.ca or 705-792-1507 for more information and inspection. 

 



 
2007 Barr ie Canoe Club Executive 

 

The new executive was approved at the Annual General Meeting on the 20 November. Many thanks to those 
who are stepping down after many years of dedicated service: Charlotte Piprell & Ann Berman; to those who 
are moving into new positions: Ed Irwin, Fred Schwarz and Ross Rutley; and to those who are stepping up to 
the dock to see the club into the 2007 season: Armando Perez, Susie Larkin, Kim Gate, Marlene Jacob, 
Marian Stockdale & Paige Turner.    

Board of Directors 
President John Rankin jsrankin@rogers.com 705-728-4154 

Past President Fred Schwarz freddiecanoe@sympatico.ca 705-728-3540 
Vice President Bonny Campbell bonnycampbell@hotmail.com 705-726-9357 

Treasurer Armando Perez kaitoo@sympatico.ca 705-733-1679 
Secretary  Julia Lawr wayne-julia1@sympatico.ca 705-728-6403 

Director at Large Sue Whalen katsura.whalen@sympatico.ca 705-722-3594 
Director at Large Ross Rutley rrutley@csolve.net 905-729-3664 
Director at Large Ed Irwin edirwin@canoemail.com 705-726-4615 

Coordinators 
Courses Susie Larkin page.larkin@yahoo.ca 705-726-7326 

Membership  Sue Whalen katsura.whalen@sympatico.ca 705-722-3594 
Trips Ross Rutley rrutley@csolve.net 905-729-3664 

Equipment Kim Gate gater@sympatico.ca 705-792-1507 
Lakewater Marlene Jacob lakewater@thelastlink.ca 705-795-7717 

Moving Water Canoe Bud Burke budburke@rogers.com 705-436-6125 
Moving Water Kayak Duane Craig E-mail Challenged 705-726-4236 

Sea Kayak Dave Beckett davkayak14@sympatico.ca 705-792-9661 
Voyageur Scott Schneider scotts@rogers.com 705-739-2340 
Program Anthony Taliana outdooranthony@yahoo.ca 705-424-3908 

Resources  Marian Stockdale marian-jeff.stockdale@sympatico.ca 705-728-4316 
Publicity Paige Turner newpaige@rogers.com 705-436-1391 

Newsletter/ Website David Hyndman dbhynd@sympatico.ca 705-792-1506 
KICK Coordinator    

 

 
Show your membership card to get discounts on selected items from the following retailers: 
·  Angie’s Outdoor, Barrie 
·  Ray Kettlewell Paddles 
·  Lolk Paddles 
·  Sturgeon River Canoe Co. 
·  Swift Canoe & Kayak 
·  Tent City Outfitters  
·  Paddle Shack  
·  Sojourn (now uses a “Rewards Program” to provide discounts to loyal customers.) 
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