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Opeongo-Dickson Loop 
Have Wheels: Will Por tage 

Canada Day Weekend 2007 
 

 The Six Thousand meter portage 
is the difference between Opeongo with its 
constant passage of 3 water taxis or other 
high-heaped motor boats and quiet Dickson 
Lake with its old growth red pine. The 
canoe carts worked brilliantly. The cart 
trail ends maybe a kilometer or less from 
the end, so we had to monkey with them a 
bit on the rest of the portage. On a flat trail, 
150lbs feels like a briefcase on the way to 
board meeting. The wide and tall 
wheelbase accommodated obstacles well.  
  After three hours of work we 
arrived at the payoff and Brent took photos 
of a bald eagle amongst those old pine. 
Lavielle, the third largest lake in the park, 
was exclusively ours to choose the ultimate 
site: a small peninsula commanded a view 
of the lake and the full northward horizon. 
The mild northwest wind dismissed all 
mosquitoes and brought alternate rain & 
sun. The view of those fronts coming 
through and the eastern rainbows remain in 
my mind. Perhaps the best beach in the 
park is at the north end of the lake.  
 Tripping up the Crow and out by 
Opeongo’s north arm allowed us to meet 
two fishers, two male and one female 
moose, a mother moose with yearling and another mother with a young calf. The giant pine remain on duty and a larger 
one was about 5.5 feet wide measured 5 feet above the ground, surrounded by a shady tall old growth forest the loggers 
missed. The fire tower on Crow still stands but is now a nest for two hawks and their young. 
 Bob©s shish kabob and baked-steamed veggies were a hit, accompanied by wine from Brent and Peter. Peter©s 
homemade curry was delicious the following night as we surveyed Lavielle from our perch. Robert produced fruit in 
thick cream that quickly vanished after a day off winching up the Crow. Ross set the example of getting up each day 
at6AM and making coffee, so we were able to roll at 8AM yet still have a leisurely breakfast. 
 Algonquin is an alternate reality that sets the details of working life aside and forces living for the moment. 
Thanks to Robert, Nyle, Peter, Brent, Bob, and Ross for a memorable tour. 
 

Note 1: The wheels were left at the Dickson Lake end of the portage. Robert has GPS coordinates of the wheels and I 
could give any club member a map and description of where they are. 
 

Note 2: For reference, Opeongo portage store to the end of either arm takes 3 hours unless waves are a battle. Prevailing 
wind is north 
 

Opeongo-Lavielle: 
http://www.doe.car leton.ca/~ngt/algonquin/opeongo/opeongo_frames.html 
 

Old Growth Stands in Algonquin: 
http://www.ancientforest.org/guide.html#5 
 
Andrew Fergusson 

 



Remaining Tr ip Schedule for  2007 
DATES DESTINATION ACTIVITY REQUIRED 

SKILLS 
LEADER TRIP 

DETAILS 

Wednesdays in:  
May, June, 
Sept, Oct 

Various trips within  
1 hour of Barrie 

Sea Kayaking 
Day trips 

Basic Sea 
Kayaking (Able 

to paddle all 
day) 

Mary Cavanagh  
705-725-6252-

Mary.cavnagh@gmail.com 
(For  June 6th,Sept19th & 26th 
Ed Irwin will be trip leader) - 

Ed Irwin  
705-726-4615 -

ed_irwin@hotmail.com 

B2to B3 -Wet  or 
dry suit required in 

early spring and 
late fall. Please 

phone leader 7:pm -
9:oopm Tuesday 

evenings to confirm 
your participation. 

July-28    - 
Aug-05-07 

North Channel 8 days 
SK-Basic   
Canoe-DC 

John Rankin       
705-728-4154 

Paddle from Little 
Current to a beach 
& base camp for a 
week-Hike Paddle 

Swim 

Aug-10-13 
Franklin Island 
(Geared to kids) 

3n-4d Voyageur Canoe 
Fred Schwarz     

-728-3540 

Paddle 5KM on 
Georgian Bay to 

Island 

11-Aug Pretty Channel Day Trip Basic -AB 
Roger Parsons     
705-721-7307 

Approx 20km with 
4 portages 

Aug-5-12 Georgian Bay 7n-8d 
"Expert"- Sea 

Kayak 
John Rankin       
705-728-4154 

Little Current to 
Parry Sound  - 
"Difficult 30km 

days" 

Sept-1-3 
North Tea Lake 

(Algonquin) 
2n-3d Basic -AB 

Mike Harrison   
705-729-9716 

Base camp on 
North Tea lake- 

Day paddle around 
the area 

Sept-4th-9th-07 Chiniguchi River 6d-5n Basic -AB 
Ed Irwin              

 705-726-4615 

Paddle and portage 
into the interior 

lakes  and explore 
the area 

Sept-14-16 
Parry Sound              
Hunt Camp 

3d-2n Base Camp 
Marilyn Clark/ 

Bonnie Campbell 
705-726-9357 

Stay in the rustic 
hunt camp - Fish 

and Paddle  & relax 

Sept             
21-22-23 

Serpentine Lake 2n-3d 
Basic-AB & 
Tripping 1 

Robert Miller            
877-560-0840 

Paddle Serpentine 
lake in the 

Kawarthas, near 
Apsley 

Sept-21-22-23 Massassauga 2n-3d Flatwater Canoe Bob White           
705-739-8294 

Tripping -1  
(Experience)                                
Base Camp 

13-Oct Skelton Lake Day Trip Canoe-AB John Rankin       
705-728-4154 

Paddle the crater of 
an ancient meteor 
strike- Very pretty 

lake! 

Oct-19-20-21 Killarney 2n-3d Base Camp 
Robert Miller            
877-560-0840 

Camp at George 
Lake campsite and 
take day hikes  to 
the crack and the 

light house. 
 

 
 



 
Dr ips from the Paddle 

 

Monday Paddle Nights: Volunteers Still Required for the Remaining Dates  

Are you a new member of the Barrie Canoe and Kayak Club? A great way to meet new people and learn more about the 
club is to volunteer a couple of hours of your time during Monday Night Paddles. The club offers every member to take 
either a kayak or canoe out on Kempenfelt Bay anytime from 6:00 pm until sunset every Monday.  To keep this unique 
opportunity available to you, we suggest you sign up to volunteer at least one Monday during the season to assist with the 
distribution of boats and equipment. 
Start date is 4th June and runs until 27th Aug. If interested in volunteering you can sign up on the sheets that are posted 
where the boats are housed. Contact Susan Eves at sseves@hotmail.com or 705-252-2345. 

 

Corn Roast 
Hate to think that we have to start thinking about the end of summer already, but our annual Corn Roast will be held at 
the boat house on Monday 10th Sept at the Dinner hour. Please bring you own eating utensils.  
 

Monthly Winter Meetings and a Request for Guest Speakers 
Monthly winter meeting begin on 15th Oct. Monthly meeting are held the second Monday of the month (except when that 
Monday is a holiday, in which it will be the third Monday). All meetings begin up stairs in the South Shore Community 
Centre starting at 19h00 (7PM) and are open to the public.  
 

If anyone has ideas for possible guest speakers for the upcoming season, please feel free to contact our Program Director 
Anthony Taliana at outdooranthony@yahoo.com or 705-424-3908 with your suggestion. 
 

Lost Paddle 
Sue Whalen has lost a paddle. Description is as follows: Lost at end of last summer, a square bottomed Grey Owl paddle. 
If found, please contact Sue Whalen at 327-2486. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Muskoka River  

Thanks to Kim Gate for the photos 
 

 



 
Remaining 2007 Courses  

 
Hi Everyone. 

This summer has been gorgeous for participating in trips and taking courses. There has been a great demand for 
kayaking courses and Mary Cavanagh, Fred Schwarz and Amanda Kijewski have graciously consented to do more sea 
kayak courses. 
 There are a few positions still available on Mary’s and Fred’s Aug 8 & 9 Basic Sea Kayak Course. Please get 
your cheques to me so we know that it will indeed be run. Fred and Mary also have the Sea Kayak Level 1 Course on 
Aug 25 & 26 in which there are still a few openings. 
 The Youth Basic Sea Kayak course running Aug 18 & 19 still has 2 places still open. Please call if you want 
your 11-17 to have instruction in this. There are also still openings in the Youth Canoe AB course on Aug 25 & 26. The 
youth instructors are Amanda Kijewski  & Carly Smith (who teaches the kayaking Courses). They were our KICK 
instructors last year and we are very fortunate to have them back again this year. 
 Amada Kijewski is holding the first canoe CD course and will run two full days on Aug 11 & 12. Dianne 
Cornett and Marilyn Clark will hold 2 Canoe CD courses with the first running the evenings of Sept 11 & 13 and two full 
days of Sept 15 & 16. The second course begins the evenings of Sept 18 & 20 and all day Sept 22 & 23. The CD courses 
have a smaller student/teacher ratio than the AB courses, so if everyone who has signed up for them could please contact 
me at 726-7326, I will try to accommodate everyone into their preferred time slots. Please remember that your cheque 
ensures you are in the course and that we will be able to run the course.  
 If you missed out on the earlier Canoe AB course, Abby Gomez is teaching it on Sept 14, 15, and 16. Yes, the 
water should be warmer than June so the rescues shouldn’ t be quite as bone chilling.  

John Rankin’s moving water is always popular and he has a new scheduled Level 1A offered on two nights 
(TBA) plus Aug 25 & 26 and a Level 2 Tandem on Sept 6, 13, 15, & 16. Space is limited in the 1A, so get those cheques 
in to secure a spot! 
 Thanks to our instructors. With out them, we wouldn’ t be doing the trips that we are enjoying. Thanks everyone 
and happy paddling. 
 
Susie Larkin 
 

Course Dates Location Prerequisite Course Instructor Cost: 
Member 

Cost: 
Non- Member 

Canoe AB 

Sept 14 
(6-9 PM) & 

Sept 15 – 16 
(8AM-4PM) 

SSCC None  Abby Gomez 
422-0459 

$125.00 $225.00 

Canoe CD Aug 11 & 12 
8AM – 6 PM 

SSCC Canoe AB 
Inst: Amanda Kijewski 
Contact: Susie Larkin 

(705) 726-7326 
$125.00 $200.00 

Canoe CD Sept 11,13, 
15 & 16 

SSCC Canoe AB 
Dianne Cornett 
Marilyn Clark 

(705) 329-2845 
$125.00 $200.00 

Canoe CD Sept 18, 20, 
22 & 23 

SSCC Canoe AB 
Dianne Cornett 
Marilyn Clark 

(705) 329-2845 
$125.00 $200.00 

Canoe 
MW 2 

Tandem 

Sept 6 & 13 
(6-8:30 pm) & 
Sep 15 & 16 

(9-5 pm) 

SSCC & the 
Black River 

MW1 John Rankin 
(705) 728-4154 

$175.00 $250.00 

Canoe MW 1A Aug 25 & 26 
Plus 2 nights 

SSCC & 
River TBA 

Canoe AB John Rankin 
(705) 728-4154 

$175.00 $250.00 

Sea Kayaking  
Basic Aug 8 & 9 SSCC None 

Mary Cavanagh 
(705) 725-6252 
Fred Schwarz 

(705) 728-3540 

$100.00 $175.00 

Level 1 
Sea 

Kayaking 

Aug 25 & 26 
(8-5 pm) 

SSCC Basic Sea 
Kayaking 

Mary Cavanagh 
(705) 725-6252 
Fred Schwarz 

(7050 728-3540 

$150.00 $225.00 

Youth 
Flatwater AB 

Aug 25 & 26 
8AM-4PM 

SSCC Youth up to 17 
years of age 

Inst: Amanda Kijewski 
Contact: Susie Larkin 

(705) 726-7326 
$125.00 $200.00 

Youth Basic 
Sea Kayak 

Aug 18 & 19 
8AM-4PM 

SSCC Youth up to 17 
years of age 

Inst: Carly Smith 
Contact: Susie Larkin 

(705) 726-7326 
$100.00 $175.00 



Campfire Story 
 

How Bear  Lost His Tail 
 

Back in the old days, Bear had a tail which was his proudest possession. It was long and 
black and glossy and Bear used to wave it around just so that people would look at it. Fox 
saw this. Fox, as everyone knows, is a trickster and likes nothing better than fooling others. 
So it was that he decided to play a trick on Bear. It was the time of year when Hatho, the 
Spirit of Frost, had swept across the land, covering the lakes with ice and pounding on the 
trees with his big hammer. Fox made a hole in the ice, right near a place where Bear liked to 
walk. By the time Bear came by, all around Fox, in a big circle, were big trout and fat perch. 
Just as Bear was about to ask Fox what he was doing, Fox twitched his tail which he had 
sticking through that hole in the ice and pulled out a huge trout. 
©Greetings, Brother,© said Fox. ©How are you this fine day?© 
 
©Greetings,© answered Bear, looking at the big circle of fat fish. © I am well, Brother. But what 
are you doing?© 
 
©I am fishing,© answered Fox. ©Would you like to try?© 

 
©Oh, yes,© said Bear, as he started to lumber over to Fox©s fishing hole.  
 
But Fox stopped him. ©Wait, Brother,© he said, ©This place will not be good. As you can see, I have already caught all the 
fish. Let us make you a new fishing spot where you can catch many big trout.© 
 
Bear agreed and so he followed Fox to the new place, a place where, as Fox knew very well, the lake was too shallow to 
catch the winter fish: which always stay in the deepest water when Hatho has covered their ponds. Bear watched as Fox 
made the hole in the ice, already tasting the fine fish he would soon catch. ©Now,© Fox said, ©you must do just as I tell you. 
Clear your mind of all thoughts of fish. Do not even think of a song or the fish will hear you. Turn your back to the hole 
and place your tail inside it. Soon a fish will come and grab your tail and you can pull him out.©  
 
©But how will I know if a fish has grabbed my tail if my back is turned?© asked Bear. 
 
©I will hide over here where the fish cannot see me,© said Fox. ©When a fish grabs your tail, I will shout. Then you must 
pull as hard as you can to catch your fish. But you must be very patient. Do not move at all until I tell you.© 
 
Bear nodded, ©I will do exactly as you say.© He sat down next to the hole, placed his long beautiful black tail in the icy 
water and turned his back. 
 
Fox watched for a time to make sure that Bear was doing as he was told and then, very quietly, sneaked back to his own 
house and went to bed. The next morning he woke up and thought of Bear. ©I wonder if he is still there,© Fox said to 
himself. ©I©ll just go and check.© 
 
So Fox went back to the ice covered pond and what do you think he saw? He saw what looked like a little white hill in 
the middle of the ice. It had snowed during the night and covered Bear, who had fallen asleep while waiting for Fox to 
tell him to pull his tail and catch a fish. And Bear was snoring. His snores were so loud that the ice was 
shaking. It was so funny that Fox rolled with laughter. But when he was through laughing, he decided the 
time had come to wake up poor Bear. He crept very close to Bear©s ear, took a deep breath, and then 
shouted: ©Now, Bear!!!© Bear woke up with a start and pulled his long tail hard as he could. But his tail 
had been caught in the ice which had frozen over during the night and as he pulled, it broke off : 
Whack! : just like that. Bear turned around to look at the fish he had caught and instead saw his 
long lovely tail caught in the ice.  
©Ohhh,© he moaned, ©ohhh, Fox. I will get you for this.© But Fox, even though he was 
laughing fit to kill was still faster than Bear and he leaped aside and was gone. 
 
Bear was so embarrassed, he went back to his cave and did not come out until spring. 
So it is that even to this day Bears have short tails, hibernate all winter, and have no love at 
all for Fox. And if you ever hear a bear moaning, it is probably because he remembers the 
trick Fox played on him long ago and he is mourning for his lost tail. 
 
 



Club Directors for  2007 
Board of Directors 

President John Rankin jsrankin@rogers.com 705-728-4154 

Past President Fred Schwarz freddiecanoe@sympatico.ca 705-728-3540 

Vice President Bonny Campbell bonnycampbell@hotmail.com 705-726-9357 

Treasurer Armando Perez kaitoo@sympatico.ca 705-733-1679 

Secretary  Julia Lawr Wayne.julia1@sympatico.ca 705-728-6403 

Director at Large Sue Whalen katsura.whalen@sympatico.ca 705-327-2486 

Director at Large Ross Rutley rrutley@csolve.net 905-729-3664 

Director at Large Ed Irwin edirwin@canoemail.com 705-726-4615 

Coordinators 
Courses Susie Larkin page.larkin@yahoo.ca 705-726-7326 

Membership  Sue Whalen katsura.whalen@sympatico.ca 705-327-2486 

Trips Ross Rutley rrutley@csolve.net 905-729-3664 

Equipment Kim Gate gater@sympatico.ca 705-792-1570 

Lakewater Susan Eves sseves@hotmail.com 705-252-2345 

Moving Water Canoe Bud Burke budburke@rogers.com 705-436-6125 

Moving Water Kayak Duane Craig dhtcraig@rogers.com 705-726-4236 

Sea Kayak Dave Beckett davkayak14@sympatico.ca 705-792-9661 

Voyageur Scott Schneider scotts@rogers.com 705-739-2340 

Program Anthony Taliana outdooranthony@yahoo.ca 705-424-3908 

Resources  Marian Stockdale marian-jeff.stockdale@sympatico.ca 705-728-4316 

Publicity Paige Turner newpaige@rogers.com 705-436-1391 

Newsletter/ Website David Hyndman dbhynd@sympatico.ca 705-792-1506 
 

 
Show your membership card to get discounts on selected items from the following retailers: 
·  Angie’s Outdoor, Barrie 
·  Ray Kettlewell Paddles 
·  Lolk Paddles 
·  Sturgeon River Canoe Co. 
·  Swift Canoe & Kayak 
·  Tent City Outfitters  
·  Paddle Shack  
·  Sojourn (now uses a “Rewards Program” to provide discounts to loyal customers.)�

�

Web Page &  Newsletter  Information  
�

Changing your e-mail or postal address? 
I would like to remind everyone that if there are any changes in your mailing address to please notify membership 
director Sue Whalen (katsura.whalen@sympatico.ca) and not just send a notice to me. The newsletter mailing list is 
made up from the current membership list and if it is not up to date, the e-mailed and snail mailed newsletters will be 
retuned to me as undeliverable. A considerable amount of time and effort is expended in trying to track down these errant 
e-mail addresses – a lot of times unsuccessfully. Thank-you. 
 
Posting Notices on the Web Page 
Club members may not be aware that as a member, you have access to the club web page should you wish to post notices 
to other club members and visitors to the site. These notices should be limited to outdoor items for sale, requests for 
tripping partners for pr ivate trips or other outdoor related items that would be of interest to club members. You must be a 
paid up member of the BCKC to post. Just e-mail me your notice with contact information and it will be up loaded 
ASAP. 
 
David Hyndman: Newsletter/Web Site editor 
dbhynd@sympatico.ca 


