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The Franklin Island Tr ip: August 10 – 13, 2007   
by Kelly Helm 

 
Well, I was excited and a 

little nervous when I set out on 
Friday, August 10. I was taking my 
children Tyler, almost 13, and 
Rachel, 8, camping for the first 
time. We were following the truck 
pulling the Canoe Club’s trailer and 
the 36’  voyageur canoe. I was 
anxious about having packed so 
much and yet perhaps having 
forgotten something important that 
I might need. Our trip leaders Fred 
and Hanna Schwarz had suggested 
a list of things I should bring and I 
just added what I thought we’d 
need. 

We had a 5 hour stopover 
in Parry Sound while emergency 

services cleared an accident on Hwy. 69 but I was still a little shy about talking to the other people on the trip. 
We did a little window shopping, climbed an observation tower, visited a museum, and had an ice cream 
down on the dock. I was worried I was going to be trying to put up our tent in the dark… 

Finally the highway was cleared and we made our way to Snug Harbour. I followed the lead of the 
others and helped to get the huge canoe into the water. Then we unloaded the equipment out of our cars and 
down to the dock. I was relieved to see that others had brought along a lot of baggage too and then wondered 
how we would fit it all into the canoe. I needn’ t have worried because my fellow campers were experienced 
and the canoe was soon evenly loaded. With the 18 of us sporting our PFD’s and paddles in hand,  16 of us 
paddled the canoe (and 2 were in kayaks) out to Franklin Island. It took us about 45 minutes of paddling at a 
quick, even pace. It was funny to see so many locals coming out of their cottages or boats along the way, just 
to take our photo. 

We searched for a while for a just-
right, vacant campsite and ended up at the 
same one the group had used the previous 
year. It seemed like such a small site and I 
was skeptical that our 7 tents would fit in 
the space, but of course they did. I was 
pleased that I remembered how to put up 
my tent (since I’d only done it once before) 
but once our “home”  was established and 
our bags put inside, I had to face making 
supper. I had never used a Coleman stove 
before so I was nervous.  

The weather was beautiful and the 
kids – Tyler, Rachel, Owen, Jared, Isabelle, 
Li Anne and Theron – were blissfully 
playing in the water, on the rocks, with the 
sand, or with the kayaks. As it turned out, 



Duane and Helen Craig brought many cobs of corn 
and hot dogs with buns and condiments. Duane 
soon had a fire going and had cooked up a meal 
large enough to feed everyone! I was thankful for 
their generosity and was able to put off learning 
how to use the stove and wash the dishes. We 
finished the night with a fire and roasted 
marshmallows. I couldn’ t believe how many stars 
were in the sky. There must have been millions! 
It’ s amazing what you see on the way to the 
thunder box. 

Saturday was a very hot, beautifully sunny 
day. Jeff and his mother Joyce Thompson started 
the day by catching and cooking some fish. We 

swam in the warm, clear water to stay cool. The kids caught minnows and crayfish, hoping to go fishing with 
Jeff later and catch something too. We went for short hikes to check out the island. What spectacular views! 
Owen, Jared, Rachel and Tyler spent lots of time 
paddling the kayaks in our protected little “cove” . 
In the evening we went for a paddle in the 
voyageur canoe to explore potential campsites on 
the island. It was much easier to move the canoe 
without all of our packs in there! Li Anne and 
Theron were taking the opportunity to “ rest their 
eyelids”  after such a busy day.  Back at our site, 
Joan and Jason Wong taught me how to use their 
filter/pump to pump water from the bay to drink. 
And, with instructions in hand, I got my Coleman 
stove working and cooked dinner. By the time we 
were at the fire with our s’mores that night, I felt 
relaxed. I had learned a great deal in the last 30 
hours. Everyone was so friendly and helpful.  

When we woke up Sunday it was obvious the weather had changed. At the first sign of thunder, we 
prepared a shelter. A couple of tarps strung up like a pitched roof and tied around the tipped canoe on one side 
and trees on the other, kept the rain and wind at bay. We had lunch, played cards, read and chatted while the 
storm hit for 3 ½ hours. We were thankful when it cleared and the restless kids could get out for a hike, swim 
and paddle. Tyler spent hours in the kayak trying to learn to roll. Mike Harrison, and Duane and Helen Craig 

each took their turns teaching him. Fred spent some 
time teaching Joan some kayaking techniques so 
she could keep up with her son, Owen, who liked to 
spend all of his time in the kayak. The fire that 
night was great! Thanks to Mike and K.C. 
Harrison, and Duane and Helen for providing the 
sparklers and glow-in-the-dark bracelets for the 
kids. Owen was very entertaining with his magic 
show and we ate s’mores and roasted 
marshmallows until late that night. 

 It was sad to wake up Monday and know 
that we would be packed and leaving by one 
o’clock. It was another hot, sunny day so we swam, 
hiked and paddled in between breakfast, packing 
and lunch. With more lessons from Helen, Tyler 

rolled the kayak several times on his own. The smile on his face was priceless. He says Helen is akin to Yoda 
(Star Wars Jedi master) because she is the kayak master. Thank you so much, Helen. Thank you, Fred and 
Hanna for organizing everything so well. Thank you, Everyone, for making our first camping/canoeing trip so 
wonderful. You kept us safe, taught us a great deal and we had so much fun. 
 

Many Thanks to Duane, Helen and Theron Craig for the photos. More photos are on the web page in the 
photo gallery. 



Notice to all Tr ip Leaders 
  

Now that we are getting close to the end of the season I would just like to remind all trip leaders that 
they can bring the float plans for trips they lead this summer to the clubhouse and leave them in the cabinet in 
the back room, or give them to someone on the executive to pass along to me for filing. If you need a copy for 
your own files I will have the copier at future meetings. 

Any additional information relating to trips you have led can be filed in the brown folders supplied in 
the cabinet. There is an instruction sheet for the filing procedure in the cabinet. 
It  would be helpful if the trip leader©s from this summer could supply some information as to the numbers of 
participants they had on their trips and any feedback from them concerning their experience©s. 

This kind of information will be useful when planning next years trip schedule. 
We have a few remaining trips in September and October  for both Canoe and Kayak , as well as some fall 
hikes to round out  a very good summer of club activities. 

I would like to thank all the trip leaders who devoted so much of their time and experience to make 
this summer enjoyable for the club members in all the different activities we offered. 
  

Note: The winter activity planning meeting is at my place on Monday, 22 October 2007 from 7:00pm 
-9:00pm. Please let me know if you need directions to get there. 
  
Ross Rutley  
Tripping Coordinator 
r rutley@csolve.net 
905-729-3664 
 
 

 

Temagami News 

 

August 2007 -- The Ministry of Natural Resources have approved three management plans for the Temagami 
area. 
   
1.    A Park Management Plan for Lady Evelyn-Smoothwater, Makobe-Grays River, Obabika River, Solace 
and Sturgeon River Provincial Parks. 
2.    A Resource Management Plan for Eight (8) Conservation Reserves in the Temagami area (Bob Lake, East 
Lady Evelyn Lake, Jim Edwards Lake, Makobe Grays Ice Margin, North Yorston, Pinetorch Lake, Smith 
Lake and Sugar Lake).   
3.     A Crown Lake Recreation Plan for the Temagami area.   
For further information go to : http://www.ontar ioparks.com/english/tema_planning.html or contact Rick 
Calhoun, District Planner, North Bay District MNR at tip@ontar io.ca. 
  
Marilyn Clark & Peter Hayward (at home) 
705 329 2845 
mclark@csolve.net 
  

 

October  Monthly Meeting 
 

As in the past few years, the format for the upcoming October monthly meeting will be open to club members 
to give 10 – 15 minute presentations on their outdoor adventures from the past year. This has proven to be a 

very popular evening for all. We are still looking for presenters. I you have a trip you would like to share with 
other club members, then please contact our program director Anthony Taliana at 705-458-2584 or 

outdooranthony@yahoo.ca 
 

 



Drips from the Paddle 
 
Monthly Meetings: Monthly meetings begin on the 15 October at the Southshore Community Centre. Doors 
open at 18h30 (6:30 PM) with the meeting starting at 19h00 (7PM). All meetings are open to the public. 
 
Schedule and Guest Speakers and/or Activity: 
15 Oct: Club members will regale use with their adventures from the past year. Please see “October Monthly 
Meeting”  above. 
12 Nov: AGM 
10 Dec: Christmas Party 
14 Jan: TBA 
11 Feb: TBA 
10 Mar: TBA 
14 Apr: TBA 
12 May: TBA 
 
Dock Out: A reminder to everyone that the dock at the boat house will be removed (yes winter is fast 
approaching) on the 20 Oct. We would like a good number of BCKC volunteers to help along with the 
Rowing club to accomplish this task. Please arrive at about 08h30 with work gloves. With a maximum effort, 
this should be completed before noon hour. 
 
Winter  Tr ip Planning Meeting: The winter trip planning meeting will be held, Monday 22 October 2007 at 
the domicile of Ross Rutley in Tottenham. Check Ross’s “Notice to all Trip Leaders”  above for details. 
 
Membership Committee Meeting: The first membership Committee meeting of the fall will be at the abode  
of Sue Whalen in Orillia on Monday, 29 October 2007. Sue can be reached at 
katsura.whalen@sympatico.ca or 705-327-2486 
 
Activities Committee Meeting: The first Activities Committee Meeting of the fall will be at the estate of 
Susie Larkin in Barrie on the Monday, 29 October 2007. Susie can be reached at page.larkin@yahoo.ca or  
705-726-7326 
 
Board of Directors Meeting: The Board of Directors will meet at the habitat of Ed Irwin in Barrie on 
Monday, 5 November 2007. Ed can be reached at edirwin@canoemail.com or 705-726-4615 
 
Annual General Meeting: The Annual General Meeting will be held at the Southshore Community Centre 
Monday, 12 November starting at 19h00 (7PM). It is important that we get a maximum turnout of 
membership as important decisions regarding you clubs future will be voted on. 
 
Risk Management Meeting: The Annual Risk Management meeting for all trip leaders, course instructors, 
coordinators and directors will be held at a date to be announced later. 
 
Chr istmas Party: The annual Christmas Party will be held at the Southshore Community Centre on the 10 
Dec. Details will be announced, so please monitor the Web Page for further updates. Remember that this is a 
Pot Luck, so please bring your favourite delicacy to divide amongst the multitudes. Also, please bring your 
own eating utensils. 
 
 
"We need quiet places, and we need quiet ways to travel in them. We never quite realize how valuable they 
are until we©ve been paddling, camping, and fishing in them for a few days. Once cleansed of the residue of 
daily living, it©s possible to find what my son once called ©a calm spot© in your heart. It©s a good thing to find." 
 
Jerry Dennis, From a Wooden Canoe 
 
 



McCrea Lake Clean-up 
 

In 2007, thirteen members of the BCKC participated in the TD Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup in McCrae 
Lake.  Thanks to Marian Stockdale, Bud Burke, Deb Easson, Kathy Buchan, Louise Taylor, Ron Good, Kim 
Gate, George Drought, Ed Murphy, Denise Murphy, Chester Mickelborough, Peter Hayward and Marilyn 
Clark (Coordinator) for their efforts.  
  
A total of 6 full bags of garbage and 5 full bags of recyclables were collected.  136 beer bottles and cans 
topped the list.  Our most unusual item was an ironing board (used to clean fish perhaps?).  Four full-size 
folding camp chairs were the most bulky item.  We were upset to see one seagull whose leg was entangled in 
fishing line.  Unfortunately, we could not capture the bird to help. 
  
Thanks to the other people we met on the lake and portage who helped us carry and clean up!  We set a 
good example for the children who participated.   
  
I hope you will join us in 2008 for our bi-annual cleanup (spring and fall).  
  
Remember to: 

·  Pack it in, pack it out.   
·  Lead by Example.    
·  Leave no Trace (make a habit of cleaning up the mess left by others). 

 
Our world will be a healthier place. 
  
Marilyn Clark & Peter Hayward (at home) 
705 329 2845 
mclark@csolve.net 
 
 

 
 

The Humour ist's Guide to White Water  Classifications. 
 

Class I : If you swim, you just get back in your boat ... and your friends all laugh at you. 
Class I I : If you swim, you grab your boat and paddle, swim to shore 
 ... and your friends all laugh at you. 
Class I I I : If you swim, you get bruised a little, your friends gather up your boat and paddle  
... and they all laugh at you. 
Class IV: If you swim, you get the cr*p beaten out of you; it takes your friends awhile to find 
 your boat and paddle... and then they all laugh at you. 
Class V: If you swim, your paddle is never seen again, one of your friends gets to keep your  
boat, another keeps your significant other, they split your life insurance, and at the memorial service 
 ... they all laugh at you. 
Class VI : If you swim, it©s unpredictable what happens to you and your boat and paddle, but one thing is sure 
… your friends will all laugh at you. 
 

 
 



 
Club Directors for  2007 

Board of Directors 

President John Rankin jsrankin@rogers.com 705-728-4154 
Past President Fred Schwarz freddiecanoe@sympatico.ca 705-728-3540 
Vice President Bonny Campbell bonnycampbell@hotmail.com 705-726-9357 

Treasurer Armando Perez kaitoo@sympatico.ca 705-733-1679 
Secretary  Julia Lawr Wayne.julia1@sympatico.ca 705-728-6403 

Director at Large Sue Whalen katsura.whalen@sympatico.ca 705-327-2486 
Director at Large Ross Rutley rrutley@csolve.net 905-729-3664 
Director at Large Ed Irwin edirwin@canoemail.com 705-726-4615 

Coordinators 
Courses Susie Larkin page.larkin@yahoo.ca 705-726-7326 

Membership  Sue Whalen katsura.whalen@sympatico.ca 705-327-2486 
Trips Ross Rutley rrutley@csolve.net 905-729-3664 

Equipment Kim Gate gater@sympatico.ca 705-792-1570 
Lakewater Susan Eves sseves@hotmail.com 705-252-2345 

Moving Water Canoe Bud Burke budburke@rogers.com 705-436-6125 
Moving Water Kayak Duane Craig dhtcraig@rogers.com 705-726-4236 

Sea Kayak Dave Beckett davkayak14@sympatico.ca 705-792-9661 
Voyageur Scott Schneider scotts@rogers.com 705-739-2340 
Program Anthony Taliana outdooranthony@yahoo.ca 705-424-3908 

Resources  Marian Stockdale marian-jeff.stockdale@sympatico.ca 705-728-4316 
Publicity Paige Turner newpaige@rogers.com 705-436-1391 

Newsletter/ Website David Hyndman dbhynd@sympatico.ca 705-792-1506 
 

Show your membership card to get discounts on selected items from the following retailers: 
·  Angie’s Outdoor, Barrie 
·  Ray Kettlewell Paddles 
·  Lolk Paddles 
·  Sturgeon River Canoe Co. 
·  Swift Canoe & Kayak 
·  Tent City Outfitters  
·  Paddle Shack  

Sojourn (now uses a “Rewards Program” to provide discounts to loyal customers 

 


